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Newton Sunday School Union. 

| he annual meeting was held at the Congre- 

| gational Church, West Newton, on Sunday 

evening last, Geo. F. Kimball, the President, 

in the chair. i 
After devotional exercises, the annual re- 

port was presented by the Secretary, by which 


|| year. 
The Superintendents then retired to nomi- 
‘| nate a list of officers for the coming year. 

.. During the absence of the Committee, the 
|| President inquired of the schools if they were 
| allusing the uniform lessons..With one or 

two exceptions, the schools all use the same 
|| lessons, and those exceptions were only partial. 
‘|| The school at North Village was spoken of 
|| as enjoying a work of grace; and Geo. S. Har- 

wood, Esq., spoke of unusual interest at the 

Baptist School, Newton. 
'| The Committee reported the following list of 
| officers for 1874, which was adopted by the 
Union :—President, E. W. Noyes; Vice Presi- 
dent, Wm. C. Bates; Directors, E. N. Waters, 
D.S. Simpson; Secretary and Treasurer, D. E. 
Snow. é) Be 

The subject of holding a Sunday School Con- 
vention then came up, and L. E.Chase, Esq., 
Superintendent of Eliot School, Newton, ex- 
tended a cordial invitation to meet in Conven- 





28th, occupying both afternoon and evening. 
Rev. J. H. Vincent, D. D., of New York is to 
conduct the exercises, which will ensure com- 


plete success, Mr. Chase’s invitation was ac- '} 


cepted, and it will be held as above mentioned. 
A collation will be served between the after- 
, | noon and evening sessions. 

An Essay was then read by G. D Gilman, 
|| Esq., of Newton, on ‘‘The Bible Class.’ It 
was an interesting and piactical paper, open- 


ducted with marked success a large and flour- 
ishing class, composed of both gentlemen and 
ladies. f 

He divided his subject into three parts:— 

1. The Bible. 2. The Teacher. 3. The Class, 
THE BIBLE. 

The Bible is the spring from which flows the 
water of life; the ocean whose waters have 
both time and eternity, and bear us to the 
haven of heavenly rest. It is the foundation 
| stone, underlying the superstructure of the 
| Christian church. Itis the Alpha and Omega. 
| Its use limited in our common schools, it should 
the more be used in our Sabbath Schools. It 
is the standard and touchstone of truth, we 
ought to be familiar with it, and look into its 
face as into the face of a friend for help. It 
is adapted to all exigences. Its doctrines can 
never be subverted, ,If we go with an honest 
mind and ask ‘*‘ whatis truth?’ it will answer. 








it appears that nearly one hundred and twenty- | 
five conversions have been reported during the 


ing paths along which he has himself con-— 


tion at the Eliot Church on Wednesday, Jan. |; 
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‘| not obtruding peculiar views, if he has any, 


|] Lesson papers and other helps are to be used 




























THE THACHER. 


The teacher should have his heart full of 
love to the great Teacher; be warm, ardent, 
devoted. It is work to teach. He must be no 
idle student. He must have an interest in his 
class; must understand them, and their pe- 
culiarities; adapt himself to them and meet 
their need. Rarely should single members 
have truth applied to them directly in open 
class, but sometimes duty requires it. We 
should havea zeal according to knowledge. 

'| The topic must be kept to, and the class be 
‘| wellin hand. Mere intellectual discussion is 
| not profitable. We should have an opinion in 
| whatever comes up; but we may first get an- 
| swers from members before expressing that 
| opinion. He should conform as much as possi- 
| ble to the standard of the church in doctrine, 


but_holding hig, liberty in subjection to union 
and harmony. Are ought to labor to build up 
the class in Christian character; and lead the 
unsaved to Christ. He should practically ap- 
ply the Gospel to human life, and while point- 
ing to brighter worlds, lead the way. He will 
feel his weakness; pray for help; feel that he 
is an ambassidor.for Christ; and rate himself 
as second only to the minister. He should be 
in accord with the Superintendent and Pastor, 


te ee NL 


at home; in the class let the open Bible be in 
his hand; that is best. 
THE CLASS. 

The class, if possible, should be large, and 
under the lead of the Pastor. If smaller, then 
as many as the eye can command, and influ- 
ence with a subtle magnetic power. 

The age, education, and intellectual stature, 
should be regarded in grading classes, and the 
members should be homogeneous, having ac- 
quaintance, sympathy, tastes in common, 
making the class a place of social commingling 
of mind and heart over the great themes 
brought before it. The class may well be com- 
posed of both sexes, one reacting upon the 
other for mutual good. We ought to be wil- 
ling the Superintendent should take out our 
scholars for.substitutes; although it requires 
considerable grace to thus lose scholars to fill | 
the places of the absent. 

The Essay closed with a beantiful allusion to 
the faithful teacher with his scholars coming 
at last to the feet of the great Teacher, Christ, 
and hear him say, ‘‘ well done, good and faith- 
ful servants.”’ : 


ee 
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‘have as good teachers as the best. 


Rey. Mr. Lisle, of West Newton, and Mr. 
Bias, of Newtonville, spoke of the ignorance 
on Bible subjects, and the importance of busi- 
ness men, both teachers and scholars, prepar- 
ing themselves for the Bible Class. 

Rey. Mr. Cushing, of Auburndale, spoke of 
finding some in every parish where he had 
been well versed in the Bible, and who spurred 
him on to duty. He thought the present style 
of preaching not sufficiently Biblical. It did 
not interest and instruct the mind. 

We have long, learned orations, and pro- 
found essaysy but not enough of Bible. 

Common sens? is the most important quali- 
fication fora teacher. This is a rare com- 
modity. Very few are fit to teach. The poor 
and rich ought not to be separated, but mingled 
in the classes. The poor and ignorant should 


Mr. Slocum, of Newtonville, spoke of the» 
desirableness of having a general Bible service 
on Sunday, such asis conducted by Rev. H 
M. Parsons, of Boston. 

- Mr. E. P. Wright of Newton, remarked on 
the peculiar work of the teacher. The minis- 
ter may set up animaginary enemy and knock 
him down. But the teacher meets with honest 
doubts and questions. ‘These doubts ought to 
be met in private and answered; but in the 
class the Bible must be assumed to be true, 
and its truths applied to the conscience. Study 
each scholar, and try to bring it to Christ. Be 
a fisher of men. Use every appliance, every 
event in Providence, .and use the utmost skill - 
to win+them into the kingdom of Christ. 


Evening. 

After an abundant collation provided by the 
ladies of the several churches, the evening ses- 
sion opened with a Bible reading. 

The subject of the ‘‘ Preparation of the les- 
son’’ was then discussed. General Blakeslee, 
Mayor Hyde, Rev. Mr. Lisle, and Rev. C. W. 
Cushing, took part in the discussion. Study, 
prayer, and adaptation to the scholar, were 
insisted on by each. We must get the truth 
into our hearts, and then get it out to the 
scholar, 

Dr. Vincent made the following points :— 

1. Begin to study the lesson six weeks in ad- 
vance. 

2, Get all the facts of the lesson well in the 
mind, 

3. We ought to know a great deal more of a 
subject than he wants to teach. 

4. Select the one truth you wish to teach. 

5. Teach the lesson through the week to 
somebody. 

6. It should be studied with an eye to the 
peculiarity of each scholar, 

Dr. B. K. Pierce spoke of the tools an aver- 
age teacher needed. A. nice Bible with maps, 
a concordance, blank book, one commentary, 
and the Holy Spirit in the heart. It isa great 
thing to possess a lesson, to be possessed by a 
lesson, and to possess a class with a lesson. 

Dr, Vincent then closed the sesson with a 
lecture on the ‘‘Three great needs in our work.”’ 

1. A right theory. 

2, Consecration and enthusiasm in the work- 
er. 

3. Proper training for the workmen. 

The great end of teaching is to bring the 
scholars to Christ, and to build them up in 
Christ; and the medium by which this is done 
is the Holy Spirit. 
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Sunday School Institute. 


Rey. Dr. Vincent of New York, held a Sun- 
day School Institute at Eliot Church, on 
Wednesday, P. M., and evening, 28th inst., 
under the auspiees of the Newton Sunday 
School Union. ; 

The Difficulties in Sanday School Work were 
considered. The following were enumerated 
and enlarged upon:— . 


Incompetent Teachers 
Indifference of church members. 
Imperfect home training. 
Want of system. 
. Want of right aim. 
6. ack of inierest on the part of the young 
people. 
7. Lick of intarest on the partof the oll. 
8. Want of punctuality. 
9. Want of power to interest. 
10. Want of power to enlist the heart. 


A leeture then followed on “The Bible 
School.”» The Bible School of to-day, is not 
the Sunday School of Robert Raikes. Ivis the 
whole church teaching. The Bible is the bat- 
tery of the cliurch. 

It gives intelligence; it gives conviction; it 
converts; it keeps from sin; it gives strength; 
it incites to prayer; it builds up the church; it 
is the medium of the Holy Spivit. 

The Bible is to be studied. It is not enough 
to preach and hear. 

The early Christians were called disciples,— 
which means scholars. - 

1. He would have the Bible in the h 
An old family Bible with the covers wore 
with a pair of spectacles upon it, shut up; the 
eyes that looked through them closed in death, 
and the hand that turned the pages cold in the 
grave,—tells a history in itself The memory 
of a godly father or mother is a richer inheri- 
tance than forty millions of dollars. 

2, The Bible ought to bein the congrega- 
tion, Each worshipper should have a copy. 
There ought to be responsive reading. Every 
child should go to church from four years of 
age to twenty-one. 

3. Children should have something to do in 
worship. They can sing, and the can under- 
stand much preaching which is comprehended 
by an average adult. 

4. The Bible in the Prayer Meeting is im- 
portant. History and Geography of Bible 
lands can be taught to children by forming 
classes, and ¢ giving toeach child a town or city, 
or place to be called his, and located on the 
map. Hach child will not only know where 
é his own place is, but where all the other places 
represented in the class are. 


> Sup oo bo 


| 





L~ 
123) 
ZA (OLDN A Yo —¢ At VY . ‘ led 
é K 41 oS S fl a tg a LEP Le 
iy a CLT 2 2F, me. 4 Z on a 
il 7 si <i} ware AE a a at oO Be 
1, Wg J 5 
| ECLA Lt_1 CLVELLL LCG _ am AL @: O- CL Ch. 
oP } 72. a 


ch ie 4 org 










4 


1 


: Y) 
MOC A140 
, 





a Wj 
: eS AAVVCE “CGY 2 Lye <A 


| Vy ¥ eh 
7) 
ieee CFALMNY A an Bikes 



















124 
f- x \: oa a : 


CLO LA preape HLA co 








fp, 








\ 
| 


A 


r ys : 2 By 
iv B a 4 wees iS the 


E J) Pio. Vd oe A1Vter, y za 









OG A Sg cal ON 
4 
oa ef 5 


“LAtv ~ tC City a ce eee eee —a AF. 8 NTE —— 


1 ; 
O< VCTIWttt1yg he Se 








MD 4u é Ct4Ht_th 17 TOE 0. er 7/3 ate 


os ZA = ? : Ds 2 SS ee Ji2f 
ie a, 


OF CI-L bre A = i FJ EE ee ES SS os a re af See oa hake 
— L 





“ae ASE 








= ey 
SRE Mes ee Oe ee 


FiAol, Fitts rs ee he ee 





TL Rer 3 a Se Ne ae eS eee eae FLL SE. as ee 


Za ‘ : 
C FLT An ACID = eee toe <5, LAE <3 








Ti F . " 
WUCT Zet1311 7 * A 2 Oa rh pee 





: 
Fe t 


' Oe a , 
OAHeLZ Sf EA gal ; yi, ge . 


BPs 
LP PPO ll ed rs Ot Ft es S—-_-y 2 ee ares Sone UN, WA oe 


F | bo 


FT CA ey & a IPs ~ OE a eR eae 


eZ) 


nae 5 
{/ 
ACHAT CU ternyy, a eee ae EEE 


M ir ae we = fell Le oe ae ee : 





| 


1 y ZF . 
| 3 ' ty, Wj 3 
x - 7 = hn A ALAK a to -LLw2zZ 72 1 AZ1,—- SS os Se SS ee 


a ai, EAS ES 2 
ees : es. § 3 


ae PeO4A tet 














Bas BR a 
mr 30,39 
24£ 


17.47 


0h 














Newton Sunday School Union. 
A quarterly meeting was held on Sunday 


| evening, April 19th, at the Methodist Church, 


Newtonville, at 61-2 o’clock. KE. W. Noyes, 
the President, presided, and prayer was offered 


‘by Marshall 8. Rice. 


From the reports of the various schools com- 
prising the association, the following state- 
ment is compiled :— 


Highteen schools have repo as follows :— 


Membership, 2809 
Average attendance, 1910 
Contributions, $519.55 
Teachers’ Meetings, 46 
Conversions, 37 


Out of the 87 conversions, 24 are reported 
from North Village. 

- An Essay was read by Rev.cH. J. Patrick, 
on ‘‘ Bible Study.” It was térse, crisp and 
racy, full of valuable suggestions, and abound- 
ing in pithy sentences characteristic of the au- 
thor. oe. 

We should study the Bible more, and books 
about the Bible less. We nndito search the 
Scriptures. Itisa grand thing to have uni- 
form lessons so widely studied; but it has its 
dangers. It affords a great stimulus to pub- 


lishers, and commentaries, lesson papers, and | 


articles abound. [t is too much of a good 


thing. We have too much help in study. A | 


good stout pair of legs are worth more than 
all the crutches that can be made. 


When the lessons on the magicians of Eeypt 
was taught, one teacher would teach that God 
gave the magicians power. to work miracles, 
another that the Devit geviathent ywer, and 
a third that the men themselves did it. These 
ideas were gathered from different authors. 
When doctors disagree who shall decide? who, 
but the man,himself. Let him use his own 
powers mingled with sanctified common sense. 

Advantage to the teachers. It makes Chris- 
tian character stronger. It makes one depend 
on himself. We need a new Reformation, a 
new Protestantism. We have too much bor- 
rowed light, and search to tind what others 
think. We run to @ book, but not to the 
book. Scott, Henry, Clarke, Doddridge, and 
Barnes’ notes are used sometimes to the neg- 
lect of the text. We would not underrate 
these helps, but only warn against their abuse. 

We should go to the original fountain and 
drink and be refreshed. The Bible men of 
long ago studied with fewer books, had more 
experience, and fed deepest from the Bible. 

Pedestrian tours are the bestin which to see 
the country and admire the objects in nature, 
but it is slow, There are express, and light- 
ning trains through the Bible, taking which, 
we forego original knowledge. Better burn 
all other books than be slaves to them  Luth- 
er’s power was developed alone with his Bible 
and his God.» He said,—‘‘ Let them destroy 
my books. I only wanted by them to lead 
Christians to the Bible, then my works will 
not be needed.,”’ 











‘| version of men. 


‘given to native converts by simply 





cold and powerless. es 

There are advantages to the taught, in in- 
spiring them with fresh ideas,sapd leading 
them into a habit of independent thimking. = 

The Bible is an original book.” God is its | 
author. Man’s thoughts are second hand. 
God’s world and Word are both exhaustless. | 
The more we understand, the less we feel we | 
know. An old instructor once said,—‘‘ I have | 
studied -Romans through critically twenty | 
times, and at the last I did not know as much 
as when I begun,.’”’ The Bible is a mine, a 
gem, a well, a garden, a retreat, a telescope. 
Do not read, but search, delve, study. 

It is its own Interpreter. Compare its parts, 
read if possible in the original. The joy of 
discovery will reward investigation, Its au- 
thor will assist us. he Holy Spirit will open 
its meaning. <All Christian writings are out 
of it. Study with prayer. Doddridge, while 
writing his Expositor, went with all his diffi- 
culties to a lady of great piety, and out of her 
rich experience solved them all. It is a book © 
of experience. There is no mood we can be 
in, but there is a message in the Bible for us, 
It finds us out, and unearths hidden sins. 

We should study the Bible first, and then 


Bible light is sunlight. Reflected light is 
| 


1 











‘look at one or two commentaries. Four books 


will do,-—a Bagster’s Bible, a Bible Dictionary, 
a Concordance, and one Commentary. 

Be ye transformed into spiritual Bible nen, 
and by the Bible you can make preachers of 
yourselves. Take it and use it for the con- 


Gen. Erastus Blakeslee remarked upon the 
Bible as an intellectual stimulant. We are 
apt to.grow rusty while engrossed in business, 
but a study of the Bible wakes up the powers 
of mind and heart. One thorough study of a 
lesson, working out the thoughts for ourselves, 
is of immense benetit to us. 

Mr. Barber spoke of the Sabbath School as 
an educator, and quoted the opinion of an infi- 
del teacher of youth, that one year ,spent in 
the Sabbath School is as good as ten weeks of 
day school study. He spoke for a union of the 
intellectual and spiritual, having the great ob- | | 
ject in view,—the salvation of the soul. { 

J. A. Newell said the great practical ques- 
tion was, how to get teachers to think for 
themselves, and how to draw out the class. 
He believed in mutual classes; where mind 
met mind and heart met heart. 

Mr. Gunderson spoke of the influence of 
parents over the education of the young, and 
of the importance of committing the Bible to 
memory. 

Thomas Weston, Jr. thought we ought to 
use all sources of enlightenment within our 
reach, bringing fresh and late information on 
all subjects which will illustrate the lessons. 
Our scholars are educated in our high schools 
and are good judges of what teaching should 
be. While this is true, the Bible ought to be 
studied with great diligence and placed first 
on the list. The Bible is emphatically the 
book for the young, full of directions concern- 
ing this life and the way to true success. 

Mr. Patrick referred to such preachers as 
Dr. Taylor and Dr, Hall of New York, as illus- | 
trations of Bible preaching, who draw crowds 
to hear them open in the simplest manner to 
Bible passages on which they speak. 

The President, Mr. Noyes, closed with some 
illustrations from heathen lands, of the power 
studying 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 
cas : 4 
The last quarterly meeting of the Union was 
held on Sunday evening, July 19th, at the 
Congregational Church, Auburndale. 
It was a beautiful evening, and the atten- 


dance was large. 

In the absence of E. W. Noyes, the Presi- 
dent, who is sick, the chair was occupied by 
Wm. C. Bates, Esq., Vice President of the 
Union. 

After the singing of a beautiful voluntary by 
the choir, and a prayer by Rey. Dr. J. H. 
Means, of Dorchester District, Boston, the 
records of the past meeting were read by the 
Secretary. Rey. Dr. Milton P. Braman was 
then introduced, and delivered the address of 
the evening. 

He said that while the origin of Sunday 
Schools in England was well known, the ques- 
tion of their origin in this country had often 
been discussed, and various conclusions had 
been reached. Beverly, in Essex County, was 
by some considered the first place at which 
they were held. Almust as many places 
claimed the honors, as there were cities which 
claimed to be the birth place of Homer, the 
Greek Poet. , 

But it is perfectly clear that the Sunday 
School in the family is co-eval with the founda- 
tions of New England. 

Governor Eaton, the first Governor of New 
Haven, in 1683, gathered his family, consist- 
ing of thirty persons, every Sunday for in- 
struction. In those days, Sunday began at 
sunset Saturday evening. He read to them 
first a sermon, and then offered prayer; Then 
he instructed them in the doctrines, and asked, 
and ans‘ered questions, Next morning at 
beat of drum they gathered again, had prayer, 
exhortation, and another sermon was read. 
Then prayer and singing. 

Atte: church in the morning they engaged 
in singing, and after service in the afternuon, 
the tamily separated for an: hour of secret de 
votion, After this there was prayer and ex 
position of the Scriptures again. 

This was a Sunday Schoo! in the house. 

Dr. Braman, to illustrate the value of family 
religion, narrated the story of the two travel- 
lers, one a Christian and the other an infidel, 
who stopped for the night at a strange house, 








aud two stalwart sons. They feared robbery, 
and agreed to barricade the door, have pistols 
in readiness, and watch alternately till moru- | 
ing. But, just before retiriug, they were in- 
vited to jon in family worship. While the 
wan was readiug and praying the fears of the 
travellers all passed away. Even the infide) 
was couvinced that they were safe without 
watching in such a house. 

lf all families were like Gov. Eaton’s, the 
Sabbath School in its present form would not 
be needed. But all families are not pious, and: 
all pious ones are not competent to instruct 
the young. Lhe Sunday School is the out- 
growth of the school in the family. The tor- 
mer should not interfere with the latter, but 
ouly stimulate it. 

lst. the relation of the Sunday School to 
the Pulpit. 

The pulpit affects the community, ‘and the 
community affects the pulpit. Ministers often 
stray away from the doctrines of the Evangeli- 
cal faith. Dr. Woods, of Audover, thought 
that almost all defections from truth were led 
off by the ministers, Kven the eloquent Apol- 
los, an Alexandrian Jew, a disciple of John, 
was taken in hand by Aquilla and Priscilla, 
aud instructed more perfectly in the Christian 
way i ¥ 

Well trained Sunday Schools may be able to 
instruct Some who occupy the pulpit. When 


ably preached more truth because they knew 
they ** searched the Scriptures to see if these } 
things were sv.” 


na 











where the family consisted of a man, his wife, | 


preaching to the Bereans, the Apostles prob- | 








Ld 


“The Mmistry needs an enlightened com- | 
muility and church. We want men who know 


what they believe withoutasking their Pastor. 

‘Ministers are expused to indolence, and well 
instructed hearers stimulate them to effort. 
Rufus Choate used to think that the work of a 
fa:thful minister was one of the hardest that 


could be engaged in. John Newton, in leav- % 


ing Albany for London, wrote back to the 
minister who occupied his old study,—‘‘ Be 
‘|earetul-hovwe-you use my study. When I was 


there it’ was haunted with’ unbelief, with 


worlulidess, with indulenc®  °).% : 

The minister at New.) “Gu many years 
ago was induced to pre ithout-enfiicient 
preparation, The @Ulleg! = sesiden: * Ticers, 
and students attended, atid°one tey one of 
them asked him why he did not make better 








preparation for preaching. He said: ‘It is} 


vecause my society are so ignorant.” The re- 
ply was,—‘* It will always be ignorant unless 
you give them better preaching. Every minis- 
ter should ask, ‘‘What have I-to satisty the 
spiritual wants of this multitude?” One 
said, ‘I pity the people coming to hear so 
poor a preacheras Lam.”’ We have five loaves 


aud two fishes, but what are they among so | 


many ?« 

A congregation trained inthe Sunday School 
stimulates a ministerto iuake full proof of his 
ministry. * 

Another danger of the ministry is secularity. 
Cheology is sometimes carried into the lyceum 
but the lyceum is often carried into the pulpit. 

A distinguished clergyman, now living, and 
pastor of a large church, wuo is a mathematic- 
ian and student in uatural history, once 
preached upon the subject of ‘Frogs. Not 
upon the frogs iu dgypt sent as a plague, but 
discoursed upon the differeut kinds of meat 
there were in a frog’s ley. 

Baxter attended on the ministry of men, 
whom afterwards he could not endure. Men 
who du not keep up to the times are dull in- 
deed. The Sunday-school will tend both to 
timulate and check the pulpit in regard to doc- 
triue and duty. 

yd. Lhe Sunday-school in relation to the 
common school. 

ThePuritan comimon schools were as much 
consecrated to Christ ‘and the church as was 
darvard College, Thefe was prayer, reading 
vf the Bible with remarks and expositious,and 
the catechism was taught. 

Now the Bible must be read without com- 
meut, and everything carefully excluded that 
would be objected to by any denomination and 
even by an infidel. 

The Sunday-school inspires leve for solid 
study. The Bible is a solid book, Its study 
prepares for all other solid solid studies. 

They promote good order in common schools. 
Chey wil almost go alone when the scholars 
are from districts where Sunday-sehools are en- 
joyed. 

In other places a policeman is needed to keep 
order, and sometimes a policeman as large as 
the one whose services we enjoy at Anburn- 
dale. 

They tend to check sensational readings. 

The study of the Bible corrects the taste and 


makes goou reading sought;,that which stirs | 


the intelleet and improves the heart. 

The Sabbath-school tends to a combination 
of sympathy with individual reality. Both are 
essential to the best influence of divine truth. 
Chere is a close sympathy with each other in 
the class, and still an individuality which 
comes out in the question and discussion, and 
expressive of the result of persunal thought 
and study. God bless the Sunday school and 
wake it tenfold more the power than it is, and 


extend its blessing down to the latest genera- 


tion 

Key. Dr. Steele remarked upon family re- 
ligioa. He was afraid it was neglected in 
Newton; for Newton was but the bed-room of 
Boston. Prayer was apt to be neglected, and 
the rush of business drive out family devotion. 

Rev. Dr. Means spoke of the church in the 
home, where all the members of the family 


are brought to Ohrist. He well remembered | 


staying ina family at Hast Medway, thirty 
years ago, on the Sabbath, and described the 


veauty and power over him of the family gath- | 


erings in the sitting-room, when ‘the sermon 
was talked over, and the Bible expiaimed. | 
was a beautiful iNustration of what the - 
tian life might be. he Bible is the great cen- 
‘ltre of the housesold, New light is continually 





_|breaking out from it, _ 
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ON ewton bandey, School Union. 






A. Biauteriy meeting was held at the Co 
gregational Church, Newton Centr e, 
Sunday evening, Oct. 18th. Wm. ©. Bates, | 
the Vice President, presided. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Lawrence, 
A very able and inter esting Essay was then 
read by H. M. Willard, Esq., Superinten- 
dent of the schools of Newton. His subject 
was—‘‘ How to Teach,”’ & 

In the beginning of his Essay, Mp. Wil- 
lard spoke of the importance of t¢ ques- 
tion, ‘‘ How to Teach,’? and showed that 







| the agitation of it was tending to les¥en the 


waste of energy in teaching, and to apply 
_to better advantage the nervous expenditure, 
ation, are 
overcoming the waste of the motive power 
in the use of machines. Certain practical 


‘questions were then suggested for teachers 


to put to themselves, asa test of their ear- 


The dutyge of those 
who were not teaching, was urgéd upon 


| them, and the fact that many had anatural 


gift for teaching in the churches, who never- 
theless did not assist in the Sunday School, 
was mentioned. 

As preliminary to all good teaching, the 

importance of a careful acquaintance with 
the subject taught was urged. For the Sab- 
bath School teacher a careful study of the 
Bible was necessary. The knowledge of 
Bible truth was apt to be vague and indefi- 
nite, which made the teaching of the same 
character, the teacher being disposed to 
drill upon what he happened to know about 
the lesson, rather than upon the essential 
points. 
_ Ata second requisite for good teaching, 
the importance of a careful arrangement of 
EPlos was urged, and also the importance 
of attention to suitable illustrations for the | 
same, ‘The value of these illustrations was | 
spoken of at some length. All use of notes | 
and helps on the part of the teacher in the 
presence of the class was emphatically dis- 
approved. All the labor of preparation is | 
more than compensated by the increased 


4 





Thirdly, one’s heart must be in his work, 


and his sympathies should go out to his 


scholars. A careful study of individual 


| character, at other places and times than in— 


| was next discussed. 


the ae school, was recommended as 


rhe manner of conducting the recitation 
It was shown that the 
continuous talking of the teacher was use- 


aT eSS, as oung people have not the power of 


commected thought. = iF 








The inethod whieh Dr. Arnold ef Rugby, 
adopted, was then shown. It was recom- 
mended thatthe teacher should first make 
use of whatapight be called searching ques- 
tions to find out just how much the scholars 
already knew of the subject to be consid- 


ered, that the teacher might know where to | 


| begin his own work. He might then profit- 
| ably use what is known as the Socratic | 
| Method of questioning, by which the pupils 


mind is put to work, and he is led from the 
known which he has, to the unknown, and 


| is helped to discover the truth for himself. 
The use of the examination questions was | 























then explained, as a test of previously ac- | 
quired knowledge, which should never be | 
Asking questions which the | 


suggestion, 
scholar cannot be reasonably expected to 
answer, was shown to be a common fault. 

Great care was recommended as to the 
reception of answers. Honest answers, 
however wide of the mark, should not be 
rejected. Answers apparently devoid of 
sense are sometimes found to contain con- 
siderable truth; wrong answers are like 
beacons to guide the teacher in his instruc- 
tion. 

Next the Essayist dwelt upon the import- 
ance of the teacher’s manners. A cold and 
unsympathetic manner, the lack of self pos- 
session, a fussy or irritable manner will pre- 
vent one’s having ahold upon his pupils; 
while on the other hand, a cheerful, calm 
‘demeanor impresses a class favorably.— 
Animation of manner is also essential. The 
lack of impressiveness of manner was dwelt 
upon, as afault of even intelligent teachers, 
who in their 
much for their class, forget the part which 
memory must pay, and though clear and 
interesting in manner, their instructions are 
soon forgotten. This led the writer to 
speak of the importance of frequent reviews. 

Economy of time, and a business like way 
of teaching, were also enjoined. 

The best help for the work of religious 
instruction paper, is the study of the 
methods of Christ the Great Teacher. His 
use of parables and of natural illustrations 
was referred to, and the usefulness of para- 
bles and Scripture emblems for holding the 


| seed till such time as the Holy Spirit should 
convict to germinate, was spoken of at some 


length. Scripture biography, was also 
spoken of as especially adapted to the young, 
as appealing to their own experience. The 


simplicity of Christ’s language, his vivid- | 
om fs . . . . | 

ness in illustrations, his earnestness, his di- 

| rect personal appeal, and above all, the les- 


son of his daily life, were all alluded to. 
In concluding, the writer spoke of the im- 


portance of the Holy Spirit’s aid, which 
gives the greatest success to ed who oth- 
a 


erwise would not be regarded as teach-. 
ers. The Sunday School teacher can mould 
opinions as a sculptor moulds the'clay, but 
it is the Divine Spirit alone whieh can 
breathe into the nostrils the breath of a new 
and divine life. ‘ 


earnestness to accomplish | 





| 
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Mr. er D. Gilman gave some acéount a 
his manner of teaching a Bible Class He 
took for illustration the lesson of the day,— 
Christ taking a child in his arms and teach- 
ing his disciples. He brought this scene as 
vividly as he could before his class, making 
it a familiar family scene, as it was in fact, 
at Peter’s house at Capernaum. The dis- 
ciples are gathered, a little child comes in, 
the Saviour calls it to his lap because he 


loves it, and then draws a beautiful lesson | 


for his disciples. 

Four things are age to successful 
teaching. 

1. Great distrust of one’s self. 

We ask, .““ why am Ihere?”? Of myself 
I can do nothing. I am an ambassador of 
God. 

2. Confidence in God. He will help me. 


| It is in his name that I teach. I am but an | 


instrument, he can use me. 


3. Earnestness. We feel deeply, and we | 
show it in our manner. We are working |) 


for God, for immortal souls, and it arouses 
our whole nature. 


4. We must love our scholars. When || 


we meet one, our heart goes out to him. 


We love him warmly. We pray for him. | 


Christ will give us inspiration. 

George S. Trowbridge told his method of 
teaching the primary department. His 
room at the Eliot School, is divided into 
eight classes, with eight teachers, 

I inquire of parents what the children 
say about me as teacher. One little girl 
asked if’ astory I told was a true one.— 














1 “Yes, he always tells true stories. Why 


did you ask?” 

~“Becaus he told us one story which he 
said was a true one before he began to tell 
it, and this one he did not say anything 
about?’’? This taught me a lesson. We 


talk plainly to one child at home. He un- | 
derstands us there. But when we talk to || 


eighty we are apt to talk over their heads. 
We want to have an ideal boy or girl before 
‘us, and talk to it as representing the whole. 
If one boy can understand you, all will. 


We should connect the lessons from Sun- 
day to Sunday by some vital thought. One 
_little boy said at the opening of a session,— 
“You left Moses in the mountain last Sun- 
day.’’ This is just what we want. 

The difficulty now is, we want to do every- 
thing for the child. We want to learn the 
verses for him, pay him for coming, and pay 
him for sitting still. 

They should learn the verses at home. 
Parents should co-operate. We issued a 
circular to the parents not long since, stat- 
ing our difficulties, and asking their help. 

Iteach the Bible. We do not run the 

_ blackboard much. The Bibleis open before 
them, and the meaning made clear to their 
minds. 

We are studying the 27th Psalm with 
them, ‘They learn about trouble, and about 
the pavilion in which God hides them if 
they trust in him. They receive impres- 
sions to last for life. When trouble comes 
they will remember it. 


~ 


Gen. A. B. Underwood spoke of + Ahobinats 


ing and translating the Bible to the young, 


and of using nature as Christ did in Nae . 


trating religious truth. 


teachers in Sunday School as much as in 
training for day schools. Many have a gift 
for teaching of which theymay be too igno- 
rant. It needs development. 


must have a disposition to teach, be willing 


the pupil knows, but go farther. 

We must have fullness of knowledge of 
the lesson, lest we run dry before the hour 
is out. 

If we bring two hours work to our lasses 
we shall not run out. If we would lift up: 
the class, we must be higher than they. 
Give them something new and fresh, It 





will excite attention. Know the seni -| 
at. 


of each scholar that you may know y 


questions will be suitable to ask each onen 2 


Spurgeon told him there was nothing 
wonderful in his school to an American. 
“The room was dark and uncomfortable. 
They had “little. or¢mo machinery, But it 
did the work. Forty or fifty converts a 
month come from the school into his chureh, 

here is close heart to heart work in the 
‘acted a Poe 











We need Normal Schools to instruct | 


Gen. Erastus Blakeslee spoke of some of | 
the pre-requisits. If good teaching, we |) 


to do our best. We must not stop with | 
‘questions of examination to find out what | 








o>: 

| Rev. Dr. Hovey spoke of the importance 1 453 ; 
of méferation by Bible study. We want a | 

daily, constant, study of the Bible, as well 
as a particular study of the lesson, After 
explaining the truth, we want to apply it to 
— the heart. When the truth glows in our 
own hearts, it will impress others. 

Mr. E. P. Wright spoke of the importance 
of considering who we teach as well as how 
we teach. Each scholar ought to. be made 
a study. Asa general examines a citadel 
and plans for its capture, so every scholar | 
. ae must be approached in just the way that 
will secure success. 

Personal effort out of the class with indi- 
viduals must be engaged in. We must so 
teach as to build up Christian character. 
es se We consider the new convert too much as 
one put into a car and ticketed for heaven, 
rather than as one to watch over, encourage, 

/and help all the way along. We want to 

get. the truth into our minds, then give it 
— out stamped with our own individuality. 

Let the teacher take the Bible lesson 

MN early in the week, meditate on it, get the 
main thought impressed on the mind.— 
Then, later, read what my be had on it, and 
arrange the subject and the questions care- 
fully to teach it. When the scholars leaye, 
’ let them go impressed with one truth. 
All teachers need a liberal Christian cul- 
_ ture, large reading, help from God, and full 
expectation of success. 

A painstaking painter was once asked 
why he took such pains—‘‘I paint for 
eternity,’ said he. 

Every teacher paints for eternity. 

Mr. J. A Newell said he hoped the feotha 
ers present would not be discouraged by the 
amount of instruction they received this 
evening. Some of the very best of teachers 
2 did not know one half as much as those 
who had addressed the meeting. If our 
hearts are full of love to Christ, we can 
teach. if a father has something good for 
his boy, the boy’ will be glad to take it. 
Good teaching is an inspiration from God. 
He was, afew months ago in a room with 
| a judge and four lawyers. They were talk- 
ing about a quotation of Seripture made in 
Congress. They made complete ‘“ jacks” 
of themselves in trying to get it right, and 
| Mr. Newell had to set them right as to what 
| the passage really was. 

It is said we have in our classes graduates 
Pot high schools and colleges; but if we are 

‘full of a knowledge of the Bible, we need }' 
| not fear ; if a scholar isa graduate of forty 
institutions, we can teach him. 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 

The annual meeting was held at Eliot 
Church, Newton, on Sunday evening, January 
17th, at 65 o'clock. 

KE. W. Noyes, President, being unable, from 
illness, to be present, Gen. A. B. Underwood 
was called to the chair, and devotional exer- 
cises were conducted by Rev. Mr. Adams, of 
Newtonville.» The Secretary presented his an- 
nual report and the Treasurer’s report. There 
are twenty-one schools now in active member- 
ship, with the Union. Since the last meeting 


‘| the Universalist school at Newtonville has 


joined,and sent delegates for the first time, this 
evening. The Channing School, Newton,have 
expresssed their desire to unite with the Un- 
ion, and will send delegates to the next meet- 
ing. The Superintendent, Hon. John C. Park 
and his Assistant, were present, and were in- 
vited, by vote, to take a part in the delibera- 
tions of the meeting, 

The Superintendents were appointed a Com- 
mittee to retire and nominate a Board of Offi- 
cers for the coming year. 

While the Commiitee was out, prayer was 
offered by Rev. Dr. Hovey of Newton Centre. 
The Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Lewson 
i. Chase, reported the following list: 

President, Wim. C. Bates, 

Vice-President, Gustavus Forbes. 

Directors, H. P. Barber and E. T. Trofitter, 
Jr. 

Secretary and Treasurer, D. BE. Snow. 

The subject for the evening was:—‘‘How 
was the uniform lesson on ‘Memorial Stones’ 
taught to our classes to-day.”’ 

Thomas Weston, Jr., opened the discussion 
by ‘some general remarks on teaching, and par- 
ticularly the teaching of an adult bible class. 

An abstract of the remarks of Mr. Weston 
and of the discussion which followed, we are 
compelled to postpone until next week. 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 

On Sunday evening last the Union held 
its annual meeting in Eliot church. 

After the annual report of the secretary 
was read a commi tee was appointed to 
nominate a + of officers for 1875 They 
reported as lows: president—WmaC, 
Bates; vice president—Gustayus Forbes; 
directors—H. A. Barber, E. T. Trofitter, 
jr.; secretary and treasurér-_D. E. Snow. 








‘}and obey it. 


_}down to us, such as the Lord’s Supper, 


large an 

















































The subject of the evening was then intro- 
duced, the lesson on ‘ Memorial Stones,” 
which had been taught that day in most 
of the schools of the Union. 

Thomas Weston, jr., led in the discus- 


bible-class teaching, and its difficulties, 


\sake of argument; the teacher often talks 





F trate too much; we should keep out sidé is- |, 


son seems to teach. 

Interesting statements were then made | 
| by Messrs. HH. P. Ba ber, D. C. Sanger, 
| L. E. Belang éo. S. Harwood, Henry E. 
Cobb, Prof.-Gould, Rev. Mr. Adams, Mr. 
Ross and others, on the manner in which | 
the lesson of the day was taught, and the 
| practical application to be made of it; the 
crossing of the Jordan, the ark of God, 
the twelve men selected, the performance 
of their work, and the two monuments | 
erected as memorials of the great event. 
We have constant occasion for gratitude | 
to God. Godvis with us as with Israel. | 





this should be done cheerfully and faith- 
fully. We should review our blessings; 
special gifts from G6d call for special | 
thanks; these we ought to recount to our 
children. We must not linger in past ex-| 
perience, but go on to new conquests in | 
life. We \should show our gratitude to 
God by acts of kindness to others, and 
labors for the cause of our Saviour, even 
| if we only give a cup of cold water. God 
speaks to us, and we should hear his voice 





2 Various memorials which have come 


the Sabbath, and, in Old Testament times, 
‘suchas the Passion, and the various feasts 
¢ yf the Jews, were referred to as remind- 
ing us of great events which we do well 
to keep in mind. : ; 

The meeting was well filled up with re- 

marks pertinent to the subject, and wasea 
successful gathering despite the 
| severity ‘of the weather. Other parts of 
| the city e well represented. 
., There now twenty-one schools con- 
| nected with the Union, and seventy-nine 
conversions have been _Teported during 
‘| the past, year. 








sion of the subject by Speaking on adult "a 





There is often too much argument for the | _ 


}too much; > great care ought to be exercis- | — 
;edin ay questions ; we must not illus- |. 


| Sues, and try to develop just what the les- | — 


| Every man has an individual work to do;' 
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| fearful are hindrances’ to His cause. 





| to every man; 
| ferred to the f 


| of 100 years ago 


| We have an inner light. 


er ee 
| Newton Sunday School Union. 





Ss, presided. 
: & 





A large audience was present. — 


The subject of the evening was- the lesson 


chapter, 1st to 8th verses. 


Mr. L. BE. Leland opened the ‘discussion by 


indicating how he should teach the lesson to a 


class. That he would show the position and | 


number of the forces; the reduction of the 
army to 300 men, so that they might not vaunt, 
but give God the entire credit; from the con- 


pends not so much on numbers as on a chosen 
few. God is ready to work with few. The 
Obey. 
God’s commands if the way is dark. Have 
faith in success. “ 

_ Horatio F. Allen made the, following poimés: 
“Gideon was called of God; he was modest; the 
drinking of water from the hand may indicate 
watchfulness, as the deer crops the grass and 


looks around for danger; God selects leaders to 


do his work; it was so in the anti-slavery move- 
ment, and in the temperance cause; God speaks 
each has a work todg. He re- 
ew and faithful ones at Concord 
100 years ago. ‘ ‘ 
Gorham D. Gilman spoke of the test of the 
place indicating that men then were like us 
now. If weare doing duty God may call us. 


| Faint-hearted men cannot do earnest work. 


We must each carry light with us, and keep it 
burning. He spoke of the inspiration of events 
to-night; of the Old North 
Church, and read portions of Paul Revere s 
ride, The Christian ought to be inspired to 


| dave and do. | . 
ca sea ohn ©. Park spoke of the reduction of 


Gi yn’s army by sending home cowards and 


retaining the disciplined, and of the panic. 


among the enemy. . Angels come to us now. 


todo work for God and man, Abraham Lin- 
coln was called from seclusion to doa great 
work. Gideon doubted. We should }e sure 
we are right and that God prompts us, Each 


one has a work todo, Every boy and girl has 
-acircle of influence. The quiet fight of every 
| day is harder than the Concord fight. 


The devil does not come with horns and tail 
exposed, but disguised as an angel of light. 


| Remember God’s eye is on you, then you will 


be strong. Beware of the first glass, the first 
disobedience, the beginnings of evil. — 


| Mr. Burditt, of Auburndale, Rev. Mr. Gree- 


ly, Professor Gould, Mr. Slocomb and J. A. 
Newell, also addressed the meeting, and Rey. 


| J.C. Adams read the Battle Song of the Re- 
ne ic. The interest was well kept up to the 
i re] 7 ‘ 


es 7 
“eBid > - — 
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A quarterly meeting was held at the Methost 
dist Church, Newtonville, on Sunday evening, | 


| April 18th. President W. Cs Bate 


found in the Uniform Series for April 25th,— |’ 
) | “Gideon’s Army,’ contained in Judges 7th 


We have suggestions. 





of th. Vreimmtl- Mat. Bark 


flict and its results. He would draw lessons} ae / 4 HE. 
like these: The progress of Christianity de- 
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Newton Sunday School Union. - 

The quarterly meeting was held at the 
Baptist Church, Newton Centre, on Sunday 
evening, July 18th.” ; 

William C. Bates presided, An essay was 


presented by George C. Dunn of the North |. 


Evangelical Sunday School,—acting superin 
tendent. 

The subject was ‘‘The best methods of in- 
creasing the attendance upon our schools.”’ 

It was a sensible, practical production, and 


highly earnest and fervid in its tone. 


Sunday Schools ought to be largely carried 


| on by live, ardent, Christians from among the 


young men and young women. All have 
power to do something. All have a niche to 
fill. All have a work to do. 

The school should be attractive. . The room 
clean, light, cheerful. Afternoon, 48 the best 
time to hold the school. The’ superintendent 
sh uld be familiar with all the scholars, New 
comers, and visitors ought to have a warm 


reception. Teachers must labor il every | 
ha Ae a 
scholar is converted. ae d 


Committee 
for new scholars, or by each ppehget his own 
locality, isa good plan. This must, be done 


Canvassing of neighborhoods by a 


| with untiring energy, backed up by love to 


Jesus. Canvassing is the back-bone of Sunday 
School extension. 

Good music, entertainments, rewards of 
merit for bringing in scholars, are im portant; 
but prizes ought not to be offered. Faith and 
prayer are requisites to success. 

Rev. S. M. Freeland spoke of the importance 
of selecting magnetic teachers, who can draw 
and hold their scholars, and who have tact in 


| teaching them. He must be a personal friend 


to each scholar, He must do pastoral work. 
Personal power in the teacher is mainly to be 
relied upon. Without this magnetism teach- 
ing is a drudgery and a failute. 
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A pastor’s wife in Lawrence has just been at 
work on a population who 
and obtained ten scholars; 


limit of success, Relatious% 


SecA [friendship to 
each is the perfection of past 


it of the teachers. 


L. E. Leland said suchsenugnetic teachers 


were easily found. Press eae in love to | 


Christ to draw and,hold:tlig+young. 
should be love amd¢ourtés: 
and ores the’ @hurch ‘Ou, 
school. fen and women wile” 
wanted. Bs cae 
Rev. Mr. Clark said two things are wanted: 
a good school, and to getfpeople into it. 
inus will cove the sc 1001 we belongto. > 
Gen. EK. Hivkeslee said it was difficult to find 
out how the S@nday Sch.ol looked to outsiders; 
iow them that it will pay to 
st them to come in. 


There 






come, we shal 
- Hoa. John! 






Say 
of moral honesty. The Bible, church, religion, 
are at the foundation of all good. Jesus had 
magnetie power. The common people :heard 
him gladly. The Sunday School is one of the 
most important agengci There should be no 
such thing as Sradtiy from it ‘until we 
“Not only the poor, 


graduate into thé ze)” 
sfigied, the cultivated, needed to be 


















cH@F love, but he wanted more 
litibn preached. Things should 
their rig it names. Sin is all 
iskunsate after‘dark. He 
cultivated “and” wealthy 


AV i With a mined son between 
the bars. anguish! What an opportu- 
2 al, Yet he yas shut out from the or- 
dinary worker; hedged in by a wall of gold. 

fe wanted sin thundered. against from the 
pulpit. “Parents must awake to their responsi- 
bility. \If a mad dog is at large, parents keep 
their children in; t mad dogs abound who 
destroy the child. Parents must awake. We 


must all awake, 

E i ght much might be done 
in preaching upon the Sabbath 
inviting all into the school. 
nase wanted the combined in- 
or, officers, members of the 
school, . embers of the church’. to 


enlarge the, ] 1001s and hold the menibers.in. a 
permane m With them. The adaptation 
of teaché » thé different classes will do much 


to retain the scholars after they are obtained. 
The meeting we largalys atte 


evr aatgy 
nity for some one to .do him good under ‘his 
great trial. 
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Atitep and the 
ter. 


ttend no church, | 


d teaches them, | 
Phe nuinber of such Nis the only | 


eral work. So is | 


‘allthe school, |: 
-toebe in the |. 
rake are | 


Life | 


A hn, Cy ark spoke of a recent address | 
‘on. Chas.-Francis Adams, in which he | 
s that in this country thereis an utter want 


il that the friend might 
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Newton Sunday School rite 


A quarterly meeting of this Union was held | 
on Sunday evening, Oct. 17th, at the Hong: 





gational Church, West Newton. 4 

J, M. Gordon, Esq., was chosen Chai 
pro tem, Prayer was offered by Rev. H. “de 
| Patrick. The Superintendents read their re- 
| ports. The schoolof the First Church, Newton 
| Centre, reported quite a religious interest, sev-" 
eral having become ape and others are 


inquirin g. 


eo Essay was read by Deacon Ebenezer 


sdward of Eliot Church, on “ ‘Vital or liv- 
ag ec as an indispensable requisite to suc- 
nt in Sunday School Teaching.” __ 

- It.was a very excellent paper, showing the 
importance of earnest piety to qualify a teacher 
for his work. ~ 

| Christ said to Peter, “Feed my Jams,” He 
| says this to every Sabbath School teacher: 

The teacher needs adaptation, love for his 
work, sympathy with the scholars, tenderness, 
| earnestness, ac uaintance with the lesson, vital 
| piety in the 6 ti: words of gentleness. 

_ He needs mitieh. prayer while preparing the 
lesson, and to. me out of his closet to go to 
the class cheerfu 
faith that he 

With him a spin 
must be filled with" 
on him for sucCesS 5. at elicate and im- 
portant work he is to do. Heis to make a last- 
ing impression upon his scholars. ye 

There must be spiritual culture, a silént 
fluence to be felt, in addition t ell prenared 
| esson. Then even his shadow will be ge for 
good. : bi Ve 

It is of great: valudt have the help of ars 
and mothers.” ‘United efforts are a power. ~The 
aim should be the special voholaraBoun spirit, 















Christ, depend 





the conyersion of each scholar. .Some such 
cases have been known. The hidden cause has 
| been,—vital | riety. pirever wenn, and the 
‘blessing ee ae 
Many of. diicscon lay off a a 
Are they suéh as we wish others t weal? ig 
need, thee every hour: teachi me t will: thy 
rich ee alfil.’” Have we brought i in all 
the blessing a on “our | 

















faithful Aone i i peaed oi 
Rey. Mr. Lisle sok upon the great 
army of children in our country. We should 
get Christ’s estir f the value of ‘achild,, 
Boys and girls é sorrows, and we shou 1a 
sympathize with them. They have sorrow for 


ie 


sin, and we should be able to direct the i 


Christ, that they may be saved. 
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| At the Baptist Church Sunday School of Ward 


for the ensuing year, and subse nently re reported 
through Marshal S. Rice, Exc 





D.§ 
KE. Snow; Directors, L. E; Chase and Otis E 
‘Bowen, 








The annual meeting of the Union % w a eld at 2 


the vestry of the Eliot Church last Sunday eve- 
ning, with a very large attendance. . 3 Vice 
President, Gustave oi ‘orbes Deere - the 


chair. ea 


The reports from var ious ¢ Sunlay 3 chools of 
the Union were read, giving the sta tistics of 
the past quarter, Among them. all, the Metho- 
dist. Sabbath ~ School at Newton Lower Falls, 
takes the lead, for with a membership of sixty 
there ras an average. attendance of fifty-four. 






Qnews nine conversions are Sage and at the 








Schools meted to agree npon a 


as follows: 
President, Gustavus Forbes; Vice-President, 4. 









S. Simpson; Secretary. and Treasurer, D. 


<f, 





The list was accepted ¢ and adopted. 

Mr. ‘Snow was re-elected Secretar y and Treas- 
urer, notwithstanding. his earnest request to be 
eal from the duties of these offices, which 
he has held to general acceptance during the 
past six y ears. 

The subject of the evening was then taken 

up—‘‘ The Responsibility of the Teacher, how 

far does itextend?” ~ BS nk 

This was opened by Rev. S.. M. ‘Freeland, 
Pastor of Eliot Church, in an address of fifteen 
minutes. It was a very forcible, discriminat- 
ing and spiritual presentation of the topic. 

Responsibility is answering to a trust. It is 
co-equal to the extent of that trust. All talents 
given to a man are responsibility. 
er’s responsibility goes as far as his power, and 
as tar as the power he might have. 

One element of his responsibility is his char- 
acter. : 

It is saic that a preacher has only one origi- 
nal sermon. All others are only reproductions 
of that. The author of fiction generally has 
but one character running through his works, | 
which is his ideal diaracte®. No one can lead 
another farther than he has gone himself. A | 
teacher must have a growth of experience and 
character. He is responsible for the best char- 
acter he can get in roundness and fullness and 
strength. Study men of influence and you will sh 


find it is in their characters. It is the power in | 


the men which has influenced you. ~- 

The teacher is responsible for the tntellectual i 
character given to his teachings. “His ideals, 
his conceptions of Christ’s character, must be 
correct. His philosophy of the’ Christian 
church and of Christians must be a right one, 
We all have some ideal. That ideal must be a 
correct one, in order to mould the tninds en- 
trusted to him, : _ ps 


The teach- 





He is responsible for the use of the power of 
Sriendship. No one can take his place, not the 
Superintendent, nor the Pastor. He is pastor 
to his class. There is great power in a teacher’s 


friendship, not only on Sunday, but through. 


the week; friendship for every time of need. 

He is responsible for the power of prayer. 
Places of prayer are places of power tor the 
teacher. ‘There he holds up the names of his 
class before the Lord. He is not responsible for 
the work of the Spirit, but for his own work,— 
most of all, the work of prayer. Here the 
teacher’s character undergoes a change, enlarg- 
ing, expanding and increasing in power. We 
must have strength of grasp and strength to 
hold to Christ and his promises, and to hold 
the children there as well. 

Mr, Rogers ot Newton Centre, spoke of the 
teacher’s being a light house to direct the 
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young safely, and should be fully engaged in | 


the work. Jf we are superficial, the class will 
find it out. We must be diligent as well as 
devout. 

Prot. Gould spoke of the necessity of thorough 
intellectual preparation. He must also have 
spiritual preparation. It will depend largely 
on him what kind of Christians the scholars 
will make. The pastor's address must be gen- 


eral, but the teacher’s is specific and direct, 


Moses H. Sargent said that teachers were 
sometimes discouraged by the intellectual 
standards set up. 

He spoke of an old teacher he had when a 
boy. He led his boys all lovingly to Christ. 
He was not largely intellectual, but aimed to 
win the class to the Saviour, and succeeded. 
He is the most successful teacher who has most 
of Christin the heart, A class is not for de- 
bate, or discussion, but for feeding the sheep. 

A woman dying in Boston in drunkenness, 
prayed to God to bring her back to her child- 
hood’s Saviour. At this very time a mother 
and daughter were praying for her soul. We 


must pray for our scholars till the answer: 


comes. 
Marshall 8. Rice spoke of a native preoctet 
in India who prayed and labored for a long list 
of persons until all were brought to Christ. 
J. A. Newell spoke of the moral influence of 


| the teacher going with the child as long as it 
lives. There is great power ina mother over 


a child, and a teacher over a scholar, 
The teacher's responsibility begins when the 
teacher takes the class, and ends ‘only at death. 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 

A quarterly meeting was held on Sunday 
evening, April 16th, in the Baptist Church, 
West Newton, at 6} o'clock) 

President Gustayus Forbes presided. Prayer 
was offered by Rev. H. J. Patrick. An Essay 
on ‘** Teachers’ Meetings”? was read by General 
Erastus Blakeslee of Newton Centre. 

He first spoke ofthe importance of Teachers’ 
Meetings in relation to the work of Sunday 
School instruction, which was a work to supple- 
ment the teachings of the parent and the minis- 
ter. The teacher stands next to the father and 
mother. Teachers need to be associated for 
.| mutual guidance and encouragement. Such 
‘| meetings are helpful, moral, and educational. 
| Here the agsrogate wisdom is brought to tit 

each individual teacher for his work, 

He mentioned some of the causes of failure. 

1. The time it takes to form the habit of 
preparing for, and attending it. ‘ 

2. The multiplicity of help, It is easy to 
make the meeting only a rehash of all the com- 
ments upon the lesson read. [t brings a bur- 
den upon the leader to furnish something tresh 
and inspiring. 

3. Too much discussion. Topics are intro- 





a 








duced having no bearing on the lesson, and |} 


desultory talk indulged in, which do no good, 

Hobbies are brought up and ridden, 

4 The want of a good leader. The Su- 

| perintendent is not always a Biblical scholar. 

The Pastor sometimes fails. 

| 5. Lack of interest among teachers. When 
indifference exists, there will be no teachers’ 
nreetings, or they’ are poorly supported, 

The Hssayist then went on to speak of some 
of the elements of success. 

Success lies in ana ppreciation of the import- 
ance of the work, A black tide of infidelity is 
rolling in upon us. The minister and the 
teacher stand as bulwarks against it. The 
teacher will influence his pupils more than any 
one else. All good teachers desire to be better 

taught. The teachers’ meeting grows out of 
«such a feeling as this. He spoke of one held ‘or 
twenty-five years, Jt started in the convic- 
-tious of one man, and grew into an institution 
“as permanent as a prayer meeting. 













-its,existence, : : 
2. It supplies a want,.and is helpful to-ajl 
who attend, «> NM AR uh Gare eran 
3, It must have a good leader. One of 
‘thorough understanding, and ability. One 
- whois wise enough to plan—explain—to con- 


able to furnish teachers with what they can- 
not otherwise obtain. 4 

4, A variety of exercises. Under this head, 
the following suggestions were made:— 

Let teachers conduct in turn. [ave illustra- 
tion meetings, where each teacher will bring 
one illustration of the lesson. Thus experienee 
and reading will be brought out, and non-talk- 
ing members will take a part. 

A written abstract of the lesson may be fur- 
_| nished by three or four teachers, covering dif- 
| ferent departments, such as infant classes, 


“read, let the teachers criticise them. Or a 
verbal abstract may be given, 

Each teacher may tell how he taught last 
Sunday’s lesson, A paper may be prepared on 
a new subject just entered upon; and one on 
a subject Just Closed. 


=3- Ee. 





. 1. The tirst element of success is the fact of |; 


fess his own ignorance, stop mere debate, arid 3 
have sweetness of spiritin all his teachings; 


. boys, girls, and adult classes. After these are 
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+ teacher can then’prepare the scholars to answer 
ear ni fon iy Uae A 
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rn MR. 


Se , 
| A model lesson may be taught with scholars 


will be said, “It will be too much 
-all these things. That is the worst 
~ No great excellence is obtained 
réat labor... 

The suggestions are- practicable, and may be 
applied-by any school in Newton. 
- Teachers’ meetings should be directly con- 
nevted with the school,: ‘There ought to be in- 















“quiry about the classes, ew ligious interest in 
‘them, the hard questions asked by the scholars. 
Questions to be’ asked the~ next Sunday by the 
Superintendent may be talked over. The 


correctly. 
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| from a mem 


if had a garden, and the garden often kept them 





































The Superintendent will thus be able to sup- | 
plement what is taught. The teacher will be a 
depository of moral power. Every one shonld 
get more than ‘he gives. His work should:be 
devotional, sacred.. He ought to be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost. Then he will speak as 
the Spirit gives him utterance, It is the great- 
est work, outside the family, that God calls on 


man to'do, 











le followed with remarks upon 
Meetitig as a place to prepare the 
wh. ; ; 





CU. Sanger spoke of the importance of get- 

ting into the right spirit to-teach, by direct in- \ 

“quiry of, and contact with God... Have teach- , 

er's: meetings if you) can: “But if you cannot, | 

teach fz ithfully without them. ; 
_ Rey, Mr. Adanis advised that if we cannot 


do all that has beer recom mended, come as 
near itas we can, Teachers’ meetings are good 
for two things. *. te. 

1, ‘They give an idea how to teach and come 





5. 


2. The leader will supply illustrations, and 
-these always enliven a class. ; 
D. 8.Seapson spoke of a school in Boston 
which Hee aperintendad: It was brought up 
ership of 70, to 500 or 600in a 
few years. It was done largely by teachers’ 
meetings. He found it more difficult to keep |. 
these up in Newton. Here almost everybody |. 


from the teachers’ meeting, and sometimes 
from the prayer meeting. 

Rev. H. J. Patrick spoke of the meetings of 
the teachers in his school. They were always 
good and profitable. They had no “machiuery, 
nothing but the Bible. They opened it, read 
it, talked about it. All gathered round it. 
Truth is many sided. No twosee it alike.” By 
each giving his thought all are enlightened. 

| The best teachers attend their teachers’ meet- 
‘ings. Some learned man said, “ It takes all I 
know. to make things plain.” This is an essen- 
‘tial: thing in Sunday School work, A good 
teachers’ meeting makes a successful Sunday 
School. cag 

Others wanted to speak on’ this subject, but 

the want of time prevented. : 
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Newton Sunday School Uuion. 
On Sunday, July 16th, a quarterly saaeing E 
of the Union was held in St. Mary’s Church, |, 


Lower Falls, at 64 o’clock. 
the President, occupied the chair. 


Devotional exercises after the Episcopal i 
form, were conducted hy Otis E, Bowen, Su- | | 


perintendent of St. Mary’s School. 


r 
A letter was read from Rev. Mr. Van Meter, | 


thanking the Union for the tent given him for 


| use in Rome, four years ago, saying that it bade 7 


been used, with few exceptions, day and nigh 


| eighteen months ago. Mr. Wall, 


Gustavus Forbes, 


for instruction or religious service until about. j 
who was | 


then using it, hada house presented to him, to | 
which he removed, and no other suitable place |}- 


| for it being found, it has been carefully stored: 
The day before Mr. Van Meter left Rome, a 
very convenient place was offered him, and he 


erected and used in a garden adjoining the 
building in which his Vatican Mission is car- 
ried on, and within hearing distance of the 
residence of the Pope. . 
| He has under his charge 7 day schools, 3 
night schools, and 5 Sunday Schools, employ- 
‘| ing 16 persons. ‘The average attendance at the 
day and night schools is 276, and at the Sun- 
day Schools 181. He also has a Sunday eve- 
| ning conference meeting for all Christians of 
eres y name, which is largely attended, and are 
delightful meetings. He also supports a free 
Reading Room, which is the centre of Bible 
and Tract distribution over every part of Italy. 

Such men as Rev. Wayland Hoyt, of Boston, 
| Rev. S. F. Smith, of Newton, and Dr, Abel 
Stevens, of the Methodist Chur ch, have recent> 
ly visited Rome and looked over his work, and 
i fully endorse his mission and the work just as 
| he is now doing it in Rome. 

An Essay was then read by Rev. H. Mackay, 
the Rector of St. Mary’s, upon the relation of 
Public School, to the Sunday School. 

He said that a complete education embraced 
the entire man, body, mind, and soul. “The 
Common School alone is not adequate to the 

task. The Sunday School must come in to 
‘supplement its teachings. he province of 
the Sunday School is to train the mofal facul! 
ties to right action and turn the soul to God; 
to teach of Christ and lead the pupil to him, 





ee 





well qualified to teach as the Common School 
teacher, and their interést is often not so great, 

We need both systems of education combined 
to make the complete man,—the man the-coun- 
try needs to do the country’ 8 work, 

The Bible in public schools was a question 
a ‘largely discussed. Butif the Christian dves 
his home work faithfully, and his church work 
with fidelity, it would not make very much 
| difference whether or not five nrinutes each 
ae were used in reading the text of the Bible. 
We want Bible culture at home «as well as in 
‘schools aud colleges. 1t leads men to be sober, 
Sruthful, pure, and helps on every good work, 
The Essayist pronounced a sham the theory 
hat the young must not be taught religion 
until old enough to think for themselves, and 
showed it to bea weak and shallow philosophy. 

_ The republic would not survive the loss of 
our Public Schools. ‘The Newton High School 
could fit its pupils for any station in life. The 
teacher needs to impress his character upon 
scholars both in the Public and Sunday Schools, 
d thus when he is gone to live over again in 
@ who go out bearing his impress, by what 
as said and what he has done, “8 
It was a very excellent and sug geestive essay. 

_ Mr. White spoke upon the importance of 





























hired it from October 1st, and the tent will be - 
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ag’ Christ in all our png and in all | 





The Sunday School teacher is often not so | 





_ | in Jesus Christ. 







of the goutprabeee 

to in the Hssay, The 
we have no right to, Cae 
egrade it. The inte 
ar public schosiget 

i e-perhaps all well in 

that divection: The soul is the most important 
of all; The nation staggers to-day under the 
utter want of truthfulness which preyails,— 
Truth is the foundation of a good character. 
We must study the Bible to-cultivate the soul. 
We must follow Christ.. If we cannot have 
| the Bible in our public ‘schools, let us begin 
with it at home. The mother ‘talking to her 
‘| child about the love of God, looking heaven- 
‘| ward, is the greatest of all teaching. Does the 
| father feel his responsibility too? He will be 
inquired of by and by, “ where is the child I 
gave you to bring up for mé?’’ 

The Sabbath School ° supplements the home, 
A devoted | teacher, with Christ in the heart, 
| will win the children to Christ. Parents will 

be reached through the children. If you put 
‘| the calves in the wagon the cows will be sure 

to follow. 

He once had a class of thirty husbands and 
wives. Itis an advantage to have them ina 
class together. They will go home and talk 
about the lesson at the fireside.’ 

There is no hope for our country except in 
Christianity and the Bible. 
call the’. fe ologies’ ” will not make a: jai | 
anced Obristian. It may make dee 

| and ‘healthy men. 

One of the most encouraging featires r 
country to-day is that itis demanding honesty. Ye 
This comes from God, for he is a God of Truth. | 

- Rev. H. J. Patrick spoke of Coleredge’s re- 
ply to the man who said children should not be 
biased by early religious instruction. He took 
him-nto his garden and showed him a bed full 
of ‘weeds. ‘* Here,” said he, ‘‘is an unbiased 
unprejudiced garden.” “The schools will give 
the mind culture. We want heart culture. 
AA eipeent conscience. We want to act right, 


f ae right, feel right. Hewho has twothings 
tted for his station ,—repentanee, and faith 








| sive edtication } 

‘| body is importa 
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ways the most learned. He knew a fine He- 


He knew a distinguished 
but the 


from under him. 
/chemist who had a class six months, 
class left him. 
tian would have and hold a class 
them to Christ. 
John Knox was right when he one “ Plant 
the school alongside the church.” A warm, 
earnest Christian at the head of a public schoo] 
was better than the formal reading of the Bible 
there. 
Rev. 
chools it was not so much pouring in instruc- 
: eh as the influence of the teacher on the 
bupila that told. A certain Grammar School 
| teacher had done much for him by teaching 
him how to study. 
| The influence of a Sabbath School teacher is 
to lead into the Christian life. To have re- 
‘ pentance, to follow Christ, and to have this in 
the centre and every fibre ‘of the being; this is 
better than the finest machinery and the most 
perfect system. 
He was pleased to see the meral tone peryad- 
jng our public schools. 
We are to train up our i religiously 
according to our best knowledge, and have 


x and lead 






horizon of truth than we do, if they can,” 
mys’ elevate zee life. D: HE. & 
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The knowledge of | 
































The best teachers’are. not al- | 


brew and Greek scholar, but the class went out | 


A simple warm- -hearted Chris- | 


Bd ©. Adams, said that in Common 


them when grown up to look out upon a wider | 
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| teach the others how to sing them. 


| their after life, and along the eternal ages be- 





) gregational church, Auburndale, on Sunday 
‘| evening, Oct. 15th. 


’ American Sunday school songs are used by 








| should practice every week under some good 
| leader. A select choir may be formed who 


| quantity andot better quality. Chanting ma 


be ysncit letters on cloth in large characters 


‘| hymns, in which both choir and congregation 
| joined 






“Newton School nion. 
mAs ‘aahbay meeting was held at the bone | 


















































































The Presi¢ 
the chair: 
i Prayer was offered hg Rey. Calvin Cutler. 

_ Prof. Eben Tourjee read an essay. on “Music 
in the Sabbath School.” 

Music should have a prominent place in the 
Sabbath School. Children are peculiarly sen- 
sitive. to the influence of music. It affords a 
relief during the session of the school, and 


when uneasiness and disorder might take place, 
music comes in to rest. and to restore the har- 
mony which ought to characterize .a school. 
Savages and heathens are softened by song. 
Missionaries could ‘not get along without it. 






fant, Gustavus Forbes, occupied 





them, and new ones are sought for with great 
interest. 

Music teaches lessons to the young in the 
words they sing; memory stores them up. 
They easily glide into the mind and never die. 

The ancients wrote their laws in verse. In 
the Greek the same word means ‘' law” and | 

‘son 

Children should have a part in worship in 
the church... All, the choir and congregation, 
old and young, should sing. Singing is physi- 
cally beneficial to children, and truth is thus 
better tanght than in any other way. Songs 
bring many-souls to Christ. 

_Alitte child who had learned hymns in the | 

“ath school, sang one about the “ Beautiful 
oy when she was dying, and it was the 
ins of the conversion of several of the 
aanily. =! 
_, A man once came with the North End Mis- | 
in in Boston, attracted by the singing of the | 
children. He heard ‘ Jesus loves me,” : and he 
could not get it out of his thoughts. He was | 
converted, and now preaches the Gospel and |) . 
lectures on temperance. at 
‘Allcan learn to sing. It is only from the | 
yf training that any think it not possible. 
: ntendent should be endowed with the 
singing. If he cannot sing, he must 
eone todo it for him. Thechildren 












thd 







shall learn the new tunes, and by singing them 


ie words and au usio should be appropriate. 
Nes &fo- melodies and concert saloon songs ought | 
not to, be mixed with the Sabbath school songs. || 
Hyp pi and: music writers underrate the capac- | 









ity of children. . They should write up to them |} _ 
n¢ hot down.to them. Children like what is | { 
Ti -above them. — It begets interest and| — 
seh spect. » a . 


ost oven: collection of Sunday school |, 
musi }has many poor pieces. We want less in } 
be used with excellent effect. Responsive 
choirs may chant alternate verses of the | 
mere The Psalms were made to be thus re- | 
sively sung. Children always joined in || 
emple service. | 
she enk the Cathedrals have two choirs, and | 
etim eS a third one. | 
rolls may be often used to advantage. |. 
or Lshipe verses of hymns may be printed ih 


so that the children can read them, and sing |, 
without the book. } 
Insome way let the children tikes part in |. 
worship, and be storing their minds with re- dd 
ligious truth, and its effect will be seen in all 


yond the grave. 


After the essay, Prof. Tourjee conducted a 
praise meeting, using some of the familiar 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 


A quarterly meeting was held at the North 
Evangelical Church, North Village, on Sunday, 
April 15th, at 63 o'clock, P. M. 

President D. S. Simpson occu pied the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rey. S. E. Lowry. 

It was stated that E. W. Gay had declined 
the oftice of Secretary, and the present Secre- 
tary was requested to remain during the cur- 
rent year. 

Fifteen reports from Superintendents were 
made, 

The following conversions were reported :— 


Central Cong. School, Newtonville, 18 
Methodist School, 3 
Cong. Centre, 12 
Baptist : mv 7 
Baptist mA West Newton, 4 
Baptist . Newton, 8 
North Evan. ‘ 1 
Oak Hill tf Centre, if 
Cong. Auburndale, 14 
Methodist “ Upper Falls, 3 
Channing School, Newton, added to church, 3 


Eliot School, Newton, a deep interest; number 
of conv: ersions not reported, 


The subject for consideration was: 











“Personal Religion the object of Sunday 
School Instruction.” 

Mr, Joseph A, Newell opened in a brief ad- 
dress. 

He defined personal religion to be, being 
born into Christ’s Kingdom, and then going 
on till we reach the stature of a perfect man in 
Christ Jesus, ‘ 

This is an individual theory. We are too 
general in our teaching. Weare more so than 
they are in secular schools. The Bible is per- 
sonal. ‘“‘ Where art thou?” ‘What doest 
thou here?”’ ‘* Thou art the man.”’ 

We effect nothing if we do not reach the in- 
dividual. 

Christ was personal with the young man,— 
One thing thou lackest;”’ also with Nicode- 
mus,—‘‘ Ye must be born again.”’ To another 
he said, ‘‘ What is that to thee, follow thou 
me,” 

There will be a great difference in the suc- 
cess of two teachers who are equally well fur- 
nished,—one of whom is general, and the other 
personal. One teacher did not know when a 
scholar was deeply interested. Another had 
her whole class converted and became teachers. 
She taught personal religion to each one. 

Pungent teaching makes personal impres- 
sions. Edwards made men rise and cling to 
the pews to keep them from going down to the 
pit. Finney said once, ‘‘I could name an in- } 
dividual living in gross sin,” and a man cried 
out, ‘‘ Name me!” : 

We examine in our secular schools for pro- 
motion and graduation. We should also know 
where each of our scholars stand. So teach 
that each scholar will graduate iuto the high 
school of Heaven. 

D. 5. Simpson spoke of it being as important 
to success in teaching to be personal and in- 
dividual, as in prosecuting any business. 

H. C, Sawin quoted the Bible definition, 
‘Yo visit the fatherless and widows in their 


| affliction, and keep himself unspotted from the 


M 


world,” 
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We'Shoul q ‘be personally interested in all 
around uy —bring them up into God’s sunlight, 
and give to all who need it our ‘sympathy and 
love. There is deep meaning in being un- 
spotted from the world,—in living so as to in- 
fluence others, to bring them to Christ; in 
coming down to their wants, we want our 
hearts right. 

Nelson Curtis dwelt upon inaking a personal 
application of the truth to each scholar, and of 
the teachers inviting scholars to the house and 
teaching them to love Jesus by speaking to 
them about the Saviour. This is the way to 
have the scholars converted. One whose class 
was all converted thought she could not take 
the responsibility of adding one unconverted 
one to her class. She took it and the scholar 
Was converted in two weeks. Another teacher 
had a class of seven converted by taking one at 
a time and praying with and for them, 

Geo. C, Dunn spoke of the importance of the 
soul, and read passages of Scripture. Wemust 
realize that they are lust, and then we shall 
labor personally to save them. 

Rev. 8. EX. Lowry said Christ is personal. 
We must become as ‘‘a little child.” ‘He 
that believeth.” Though speaking to a multi- 
tude,he divided them up into classes— ‘Scribes, 
Pharisees, Hypocrites.” 

Necessity comes before the remedy. A physi- 
cian takes such an interest as the case demands. 
He does not distribute medicine indiscriminate- 
ly, but gives each patient such as he needs. 
We must give each scholar such as he needs. 
If one stick of wood is on fire others around it 
will burn, If the teacher is full of love, the 
scholars will catch fire. 

Another brother said we must make the 
scholars love us, and ask God to help us to 
speak to them so as to lead them to Christ. 

Reuben Faulkner spoke of finding some of 
his scholars loving Christ when he did not 
know ‘it, and five of them were meeting to 
pray, unbeknown to him. 

Frederick A. Benson spoke of his early ex- 
perience in teaching. He could not lead his 
scholars to Christ, because he did not know the 
way. But he found the way for himself, and 
then made it a rule to speak to one scholar per- 
sonally every Sunday. He had eighty boys 
pass through his class at a Mission School] in 
Boston. One class of seven girls were all 
brought to Christ but one, who moved away. 

Mr. Hills spoke of the incident related by 
Mr. Moody, of a dying boy saying to his father, 
““] will run to the Saviour when I reach 
Heaven, and tell him you have tried from my 
earliest childhood to lead me to Jesus.” Can 
my children say that of me? A little chil- 
dren’s prayer meeting was referred to, where 
they prayed to Christ to make them good Chris- 
tians and keep them. Two of them,,his own 
children,came to him and said, ‘‘I love Jesus.” 

Another brother remarked that it was a 
Pagan custom to turn the face of a new born 
child towards Heaven. We should turn the 
faces of the children to Christ; turn their feet 
into the narrow path, and prepare their souls 
for immortal glory. Personally apply the Gos- 
pel. Be faithful in saving sows. Faint not. 
Water with tears, fertilize by prayer, and souls 
will be garnered into Heaven. 

The singing was under the direction of Lew- 
son E. Chase, and was excellent, and very 
spirited. ‘‘ Gospel Songs’’ was used. 

It was a most earnestly spiritual meeting. 
D. E. 5. 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 

A quarterly meeting was held in the Meth- 
odist Church, Upper Falls, on Sunday evening, 
July 15th, at 64 o’clock. - —-" 

In the absence of President Simpson, Hon. 


and prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Pomfret, 
the pastor. After other deyotional exercises 
| the Superintendents presented their reports. 

Sixteen schools reported one hundred and 
fourteen conversions. For the quarter ending 
April Ist, the number of conversions reported 
was eighty-three, 

An Essay was then read by William ©. 
Strong, on the following topic: ‘ Personal 
Religion the aim of Sunday School Instruc- 
tion.” * 


a" 


former are changing methods, apparatus, 
and text books, continually, The latter have 
| always one text book, the Bible—always the 
same. It is the great store-house of wisdom, 
stimulating and ennobling all who study it. 
Its object is not to teach us phildsophy, science 
| or poetry, but to disclose to us our gnilt and 
danger, and offer us a free salvation. Eternal 
life is its great theme. The teacher is to use 
it in persuading souls to accept its offered sal- 
| vation. This is to be done by personal en- 
|| treaty. Hehas the care of souls. He ,is to 
bring them from enmity. to loyalty, from dark- 
ness to light. His interest in the scholars— 
that will tell. He is to hunger to save souls. 
Mr. Moody was referred to as illustrating this 
element of persuasive power. Warm-hearted 
personal appeals result in conversions. Heart 
methods are the most effective. 
Professor Tholuck was spoken of as being 





in the habit of walking with one or two stu- | 


dents at a time, and conversing earnestly with 
them, and by this means he won more souls to 
Christ than by his lectures, sermons and books. 
. By getting others to search the Scriptures, we 
put them on the direct road to Jesus the Sa- 
viour of men. -* 
Mr. White of Newton Centre spoke of the 
importance of having the whole heart conse- 
crated to this work. 


Mr. Joshua W:; Dayis of Newton, spoke of 


many parents in the common walks of lifé de- 
siring for their children all the advantages 
which the Sunday school affords... He said 
religion was the bending back of the soul to 
God. . The teacher must see that every scholar 
is personally and individually invited. to God 
and Christ, bound firmly to him, and then use 
them to draw others back to God. 


{J.F.C. Hyde was called to the chair. A large 
and well-trained choir sang an opening piece, | 


He first drew a contrast between the com- | 
mon school and the Sunday school. The | 


| 








| tion to his wants. 
preaching so much as’ to have the sermon || 


| He read the man, attacked his thought, and 








| help as they needed it. The successful teaeh- 
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~ Hon. John G. Park said the responsibility of 
the teacher was awful. The teacher with five 
or six pupils before him, should aim to give 
them a Christ-like character. Parents taught 
them at home, We are to supplement their 
teachings, and learn from the parent the char- 
acteristics of each child, and adapt our instruc- 
Nothing pleased him in 























































strike home with a personal attack. This car- 
ries the citadel. This was Christ’s. method. ’ 


led him into the right way. We must ask 
God’s help to instruct, and he will help us. 
The child will be reached, He spoke of Mr. 
Moody’s power in preaching so that man y felt, 
that means me. Moody’s doctrine that no 
drunkard will be reclaimed until heasks God’s 


help is true. Our lives are full of broken reso- yi 


lutions. Goto God and ask his help, and we 


can keep our resolutions. We want to. give 
our scholars hearts to love Jesus Christ, and 
hearts invited to God. y 
Winfield S. Slocum of Newtonville spoke of 
the black boy who stole the chickens, and 
when asked why he did it after all the instruc- 
tions he had received, replied, “I suppose the 
words stuck in my head, and did not reach my 
heart.’” We want our teachings to reach the 
heart. When a friend gives us something 
which cost him sacrifice, we feel that he loves 
us. We want so to teach Christ that the pupil 
will feel that in dying for them he gave the 
highest proof of his love. 
Mr. Henry Ross spoke of the importance of 
having the love of Christ in our own hearts, 
and living it out in everyday life, if we would 
lead our scholars to Christ. We shall then 
get their confidence, and can talk to them of 
personal religion.. We shall then love them, 
and be earnest and anxious for them. 
Thomas Weston, Jr., said the great object 
of teaching was to savesouls. We must teach 
the love and saving power there is in Christ: 
We are often led off into history, geography 
and language. We need -a personal contact 
with souls. He spoke of a teacher who for 
twenty years followed each scholar with an in- 
terest like a father, giving them advice and 


er 1s not the man of learning and greatness, 
but the humble, prayerful one, who prays for 
the scholars’ and asks’ for their conversion. 
We have the training of a great many young 
Christians. Their Christian life is to be 
shaped and directed largely by us. It is a 
matter of the utmost importance, 

Rev. Mr. Pomfret said we needed deep heart 
experience. When our hearts are full of love 
we fall naturally into the work, He spoke of 
a lady teacher who was eminently successful 
in winning her classes to Christ. He thought 
it would be a good plan for such a teacher to 
itinerate through the school. He spoke of the 
influence of an early teacher over Him be- 
cause of his deep, living sympathy for him. 
as he put his hand upon his head: in blessing. 

J. A. Newell of West Newton spoke of the 
importance of personal effort with each mem- 
ber of the class. We are not ‘to fish with a 
net, but with a hook and line to draw in one 
at atime. Weare to say, ‘“‘ How is it with 
you?” to Mary and Martha, to John, James 
and Charles. Our scholars must feel as Gen. 
Swift did under Moody’s preaching,—‘‘ He is 
preaching to me. It was a rifle shot through 
my heaat.’’ : ‘ 

The choir closed with a voluntary, and the 
benediction was pronounced by Rev. My. ‘|, 
Mackay of Lower Falls, 

The congregational singing was excellent, 
from ‘‘Gospel Songs,” conducted by G. S. 
Trowbridge, Esq. war oe 

The house was full and the meeting was well 
Sustained and interesting, == = D,E.S§. 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 


A quarterly meeting was held at the Central | 


Church Newtonville, on Sunday evening Oct. 
21st at €4 o’clock. 

In the absence of the President, Charles W. 
Robinson occupied the chair, 

After devotional exercises the Superinten- 
(lent’s reports were presented. 

An essay was then read by E. P. Wright Esq 
on “The duties of the Sunday School Teacher 
to young converts.” It was an admirable pro- 
duction, full of practical hints and suggestions 
We shall print it in our next. It will well repay 
careful perusal, 

Rev. Frank E. Howe followed with remarks 
strongly endorsing the essay. Conversion is 
not the only object of the 8S. S. Teacher. The 
convert is to be trained. He is a pastor to his 
class. After bringing them to Christ, he is 
to train them to work for Christ. The lack of 
setting converts forward in a practical, daily 
| christian life, was the fruitful sources of much 
of the defection now apparent in the church, 
the development in it of forgers, defaulters, 
and rascals of various grades, 

Mr. Sawin spoke of the importance of 
getting the scholar to work for himself. Not 
to to be always pouring in but drawing out. 
Wherever a young convert begins to do 
Christian work, he develops wonderfully fast. 
He would emphasize the example of the teach- 
ers as of great power, his life being the most 
impressive thing about him. 

Frederick A. Benson contrasted the Sunday 
School of sixty years ago with that of to-day. 
There is yet much more to be done. He would 
place the family first and perhaps the Sunday 
School next in its influence over the young. 
Consistency in the life is all important ; we 
pray all the time for the scholar’s conversion, 
and must be careful not to do things different 
from what we ask the scholar to do ; we want 
work in the ways of true righteousness, we 
should take as our watch-word, ‘“ Go for- 
ward.” 


Dr. Jones spoke of teaching the convert to 
ask “Lord what wilt thou have me to do?” 
and then take them by the hand and lead them 
forward into all Christian virtue and useful- 
ness, 

Rev. J ©. Adams endorsed the Essay 
heartily. He spoke of the influence of the 
Sunday School upon the family, in teaching 
the children of wicked parents what is right, 
and carrying home the principles they learn, 
to apply to those at home. The shots fired in 
the school strike into the home and do much 
execution there. 

The weak point to-day in the Church is the 
lack of practical righteousness, and we should 
rally here and enforce it ou the young converts 
as a General sends reinforcements to a weak 
point of his line that it maybe strengthened 
and stand firm against the enemy. 
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W.H. Partridge spoke of the first thing 
generally thought of by the young convert, to 
bring others to Christ. In order to inspire oth- 
ers to this work the teacher should himself be 
enthusiastic in the work, we should encourage 
the convert to work in neighborhood meetings 
and in other ways, going ourselves and lead- 
ing them with us. The soul at work will grow. 

W. 5. Slocum spoke of the neglect of 
young converts by other Christians. Some 
say I have had nobody speak to me about my 
Christian life. Teichers should bring their 
scholars to Christ, and then build them up in 
Christian doing and Christian loving. 

G. D. Gilmau spoke of the power of sympa- 
thy, in looking, in the grasp of the hand, in a 
word of encouragement. We want contact of 
heart with heart, and how to aid the young 
Christian to walk worthy of Christ, as parents 
teach the young child to walk along the floor 
holding him up when he falls. 

Geo. C. Dunne spoke of the importance of 





‘ guiding the young convert and putting him 


forward, and never laughing at his u ‘stakes. 
Dr. Manning said,said that when he w:.4in the 
war, it was usual to put new recruit. in the 
the front rank, and he believed it was best to 
put young Christians in the front ranks of | 
Christian workers, with older Christians about 
them to guard them and guide them. Let 
them lead in young people’s meetings, and 
do any work they can do. 

Mr, C. W. Robinson closed with a few re- 
marks upon the life being right, speaking of a 
woman in the humble walks of life, whose 
funeral in the country he recently attended. 
The neighbors came up, one after another, 
saying, “She was a good woman, we shall 
miss her.” 

The meeting was a very animated and in- 
teresting one. 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 

The fortieth annual meeting “was held on 
Sunday, Jan. 19th, at 64 o’clock P. M., at the 
Methodist Church, Newtonville. 

The house was full. After devotional exercis- | 
es the Secretary, E. B. Earle, presented his | 
Treasurer's report, and his annual report. 

The Union was founded Oct. 16, 1838. 

The first anniversary was in 1839, in a grove! 
‘at Upper Falls, The second in 1840, in a 
' grove at Newton Centre, on 4th of July. 

Nearly 3000 persons were present, and from 


| 1800 to 1500 children were in procession. | 
| | 


There have been 24 Prasidents, as follows: 





| 1838. Hon. Wm. Jackson. 
j 1842, M.S. Rice. 
1845. Dea. E. F. Woodward. | 
1846. Dea. Leuther Paul. | 
1850. M.S. Rice. | 
1254. KF. A. Benson. 
1855 <A. R. Trowbridge. 
1858. J. E. Butts, Jr. 
1859. M.S. Rice. 
1860. Jas. M. Gordon. 
1861. Alvah Hovey, D. D. 
- 1862. M.S. Rice. | 
1863, Albert Little, 
1864. H.T. Chase, 
1865. M.S. Rice. 
1866. B. F. Whittemore. 
1867. O. E. Bowen. | 
1868. Geo. S. Harwood. 
1869. M. T. Heywood. 
1870, Jos. A. Newell. 
1871. Gen. A. B. Underwood. 
1872. D.C. Sanger. 
1873. Geo. F. Kimball. 
1874. EB. W. Noses. 
1875. Wm. C. Bates. | 
1876. Gustavus Forbes. 
1877. D.S. Simpson. 
1878. D. EB. Snow. 
1879. J.C. Park. 


The Uniou numbers 23 schools, with a mem- 
bership of 3,246; average attendance 2,045.Con- \ 
tributions last year, $1,786.39, and conversions 
reported 16. ; 

The following list of officers was chosen for 
the ensuing year: 





President, J. C. Park; Vice President, Rev. 
H. Mackay; Directors, C. B. Fillebrown, G. 
D. Gilman ; Secretary, E. B. Earle. 

The new President took the chair, and in- 
troduced as the Essayist, Mr. John W. Dick- | 
inson, Secretary of Massachusetts Board of 


| Education. 


His subject wax, “The Principles of Teach- | 
” He used a blackboard while speaking. 

There are objects of thought, and subjects of d 
thought. The first external, the second inter- ; 
nal. These are difficulties in thinking. There | 
is facility of thinking—what we are accus- 
tomed to do, we do easily. This result we call | 
We do not want to press into the 
pupil, but to excite thought in him. We- 
want to communicate to him knowledge and | 
culture. We wish to place him in such cong 
ditions that he can acquire truth for himself. 

Oral teaching is directing the pupil what to 
think. | 

Scholars ought not to recite what they do 
not understand. in 





4 










| He once gave a definition of arith metic, but 
swhen he was examined, he found he did not 
understand a single term he used. .We should 
‘bring the object to the pupil if possible, when 
teaching objects. We want to communicate 
‘real knowledge—mental discipline, and a 
method of study which the pupil can pursue 
after leaving us. : 
j Very young children are to be taught by ex- 
ample. They would not understand the word 
“generosity,” but would know who a gener 


OUS DAD BW AS =... Svbuunillierete: mena 


*| 


_his Bible class, the verse “ Bear ye one an- 


_ to beg. 


handed it to him, saying “If you have not | 


| ing day that act of sympathy, 





© 


.———— _—_ a price 


Then they learn by reading the lives of ¢ 
len. PMs 

Especially should they study the life of 
Christ—and learn to.imitate him. 

_ He gave an outline of a Bible lesson on 







“Honor thy Father and thy mother, that thy | 


days may be long in the land,” 3 
~ Find the meaning of the word honor. What | 

is it to live long? Who has authority to com- 

mand this? Only a being, wise, good, power- 2 
ful. God is infinite ineach of these qualities. 
He can command, and we are under obligation 
lo obey. 

_ He once had a Bible class of men of all de 
nominations and one an Atheist. 

| He studied the ten commandments. All 
jazreed as they went along, whenever they | 
‘lost sight of their former beliefs. The Atheist 
was obliged toadmit a God. But when he 
thought that he was an Atheist he took it | 
Hoc But‘it was too late. - 


_ Weshould insist upon ideas, and a defini- 

_ tion of terms, which would wipe out many of | 

| the differences now existing among men. 
He recommended the slate or blackboard to | 

be used in the class,as it tended to concentrate 

attention and fix the points in the memory. 
Rev. Mr. Howe spoke of the need of de-)  , 

fining what we mean, when discussing with | 

those who differ from us. . 
In many cases we should find our opinions 

aiike, and after explaining our terms, no more 

controversy would be needed. . = —— 


John K. Richardson spoke of the neeessity: 
of understanding ourselves what we want 
to teach—we need to test the truth by our in- 
dividual experiences, ° 

Our power is increased when we can quarry |. 
truth outof the deep mine of experienve, aq 

We should be in earnest, carry the truth 
home to the heart and produce conviction. 

Our teaching should beclear—we must ap- 
prehend clearly ourselves, and know every 
foot of the path we are treading We should 
have a theological skeleton, but covered with 
flesh--we need to multiply illustrations. : 

Dr. Guthrie said people remembered his il-’ 
Instrations when they torgot everything else. | 
We ueed to present old truths in a new dress, | 
-and old food in new dishes, 3 

Winfield 8. Slocum spoke of using words | 
not understood by the children. In the lesson 
on the dedication of the Temple, one scholar4” 
thought dedication meant building. When | 
the word synagogue was used many times in 
a certain Class, at the close of the lesson a lit- 
tle boy was asked what synagogue meant, and. 
he said he thought it meanta girl. Every 
teacher should carefully consider ‘‘What shall 
I teach?”’ and *‘ How shall I teach?’’ 

In closing, the President, Mr. Park, said, in 

















others burdens” came up, and he asked what 
it was to bear burdens for others, One said by 
sympathy. This reminded him of an incident 
which took place’ in Philadelphia. A fast, 
dissipated, richly young man sat in one of the, 
hotels looking out of the window—very soon 
a bright, pretty, but ragged little girl came in 
One person gave her five cents, an- 
other a few pennies, and when she came up to 
the young man, he said ‘‘go away, go away, I 
have not eaten anything myself for three 
days.” The little girl turned away, but reach-| 
ing the door she hesitated, and then returned 
to the young man, took her five cent piece, 















eaten anything for three days, please take 
this and buy some bread.”” The young man’s 
heart was touched. He took the ragged child 
in his arms,carried her about with him throug! 
the hotel among the guests, told the story 
her sympathy, and before he left her he 
collected forty dollars for her use. a 

That young man will never forget to his dy- | 
and the little 


rey 


girl who bore another’s burden. 
: ie | A Na a sn 
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: ' New ton Sunday School Union--Me-| 
; moriaito Father Rice. — f 































4. Last Sunday evening a quarterly meeting | 
mh pt this Society was held at the Methodist | 
'S¥Church, Upper Falls, at 64 o’clock. 

ae The President, John C. Park, oor ae 
% ine meeting. The choir of six voices sang! 
for an opening piece, ‘‘ Rock of Ages, Cleft) 
forme.” Mr. Park read passages of Scrip- 
ture. Rey. Franklin Furber, the Pastor of 
the church, ledin prayer. A hymn was then 
sung which was a favorite of Mr. Rice,— 

| “ Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in 

| Christian love.” 

| The Secretary, E. B. Earle, reported from | 
| the twenty-three schools belonging to the 
| Union for the quarter ending Jan. 1, 1879, as | 
follows: Whole number in the schools 3327 | 
Average attendance 2375. Contributions! 
_| $852.15. Conversions 11. The Superintend- | 
| ents then reported for their several schools. 

| The subject of the evening was—“ The les- 
-' sons to the living of the life of the late Mar_ 

- shall S. Rice.’’ 
_ __. This was his own church, and the pulpit 
, and altar were draped in mourning. A fine 
_ | enlarged photograph of Mr. Rice hung over 

| the pulpit, and the house was full of sympa- 
thizing friends. 

Mr. Park made a few introductory remarks, 
and then called on Hon. J. F. C. Hyde, who 
| Spoke very feelingly as to his departed friend 
and brother. He referred to the Christian 
dignity of his character. He had been a 
| scholar of his, and had been long officially 
| connected with him. Mr. Rice never yielded 
principle to expediency. No man_ better 
maintained true Christian dignity. He would 
| never countenance any joke or slur against 
religion or morality, or smile at anything 
low. He made no compromise with wrong. 
He had one purpose in life, one thought, one 
‘aim from which he never swerved. He served 
his Master, constantly, faithfully. His car- 
\Yiage was always seen on Sunday going. to 

the church and Sunday School. Itwas never, 

too stormy, too warm, or too cold. 
His life brings a lesson to young men.— 
4 Such a life will reeeive the approval of con- 
science and his fellow men. He sometimes 
thought Mr. Rice was over careful; that he 
sometimes did more than he would be 
done by, out of the abounding kindness of 
his heart. He followed his Master closely, 

and exhibited before men the dignity of a 

true Christian character. 


Mr. Otis Pettee spoke of Mr. Rice’s child- 
like simplicity of character. This was more 
‘and more apparent on acquaintance. With- 
jout visible effort he seemed to live up to the 
(teachings of Christ. He was what he seemed 
to be. 

This quality of character inspires confi- 
| dence in others. When Mr. Rice grasped 
your hand, it meant kindly feeling.. When 
he put his hand on a child’s head, it meant a ‘ 
blessing. 

















y 


‘directness of action. Mr. Rice filled offices 


‘tion of success. Honesty, integrity, are 


| will never forget the manner of Mr. Rice as. 
he care out and invited them in, and the 
’ hi ee welcome he received from one then to 


| He was advised to take the man’s offer, say- | 


out the New Cemetery. Mr. Ross often met | 


working for Christ and the good of men, 


‘them. 


‘very humble man, and exalted through hu- 


eo r eae She 


= quality ort character leads to prefer- } 


nil |. 
ment. Good men want such men- £0 serve |\) 


in the town for a long time. He thought 
more of duty than gain; more of the right 
than of famé.-.This quality is a good condi- 


these. Simplicity gives clear ideas. Plans 
are simple, motives are simple. It gives 
peace, cheerfulness, and works kindness to 
all, making all happy, bringing sunlight and 
happiness to home and friends. Suchachar- 





acter was emphatically that of Mr. Rice. 
Mr. Henry Ross spoke of Mr. Rice as his 
hairothon More than thirty years ago, Myr. 
Rice used to invite the choir to his house { 
every autumn to rejoice with him over the | 
products of his farm, and the success of the f 
year. Mr. Ross once went as one of a mili- || 
tary band, and played outside the house. He 


him a stranger. 

Many years ag@Reyv. Mr. Partr idge used to. 
drive down to Watertown to pr each, passing 
through Newton Centre. Every. Sunday he 
met a man with, fifteen or twenty boys with 
him, who seemed joyous and happy, talking | 
with the boys, plucking flowers and showing | 
them to the children, and speaking of God’s 
goodness and skill. Atlas!, one Sunday Mr. 
Partridge stopped his horse, and said to the | 
stranger, ‘I do not know who you are, but I 
envy your happiness; T should. like to know 
your name.” It was Marshall S. Rice, and | 
his influence over this minister was never 
effaced. 

Mr. Ross went to him for advice. He once 
traded for a piece of property, and it was 
wrongfully kept back from him. The man | 
offered a compromise. He went to Mr. Rice. 


ing, ‘‘a half a loaf is better thannone.” He | 
followed his advice, and it proved one of the 
best investments he ever made. 

Mr. Rice did more than anyone else to lay 


him there, and talked with him sometimes 
on religious subjects. He found him large, 
charitable, willing to dwell on loving Christ, 


rather than any points of difference between 


A young man just converted went to the | 
meetings of another denomination and took | 
part in them, and came to Mr. Rice Saying | 
he did not know but his church would expel 
him for so doing. Mr. Rice told him to go 
onand do what the Spirit indicated as his 
duty, saying, ‘‘ Let them expel you, they can- 
not expel you from the church of Christ.’ 


Joseph A. Newell spoke of Mr. Rice as a 


mility. He carried out the Bible injunction, 
‘In honor preferring one another.’? He was 





j, one of the little ones of Christ. Blessed’in- 


deed is the righteous man. 
Another brother referred to the influence | 

of Mr. Rice being always on the right side. 

Some Christians are half hidden in the world. 


“Mr. Rice was decidedly for Christ. 
SS 
















Lives of great men allremind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And departing leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time,— 
Footprints that perhaps another, 
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, 
_ A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing, shall take heart again.” 
Rey. H. Mackay said that the life of Mr. 
Rice presented an ideal which we can take 
_as a Christian life, which we may imitate. » 
Hon. Alden ‘Speare- said Mr. Rice was a 
Christian gentleman, and his whole life was 
a becoming one,. filling out what a Christian 
should be. He* was much affected at the 
funeral by seeing the long procession of Sab- 
bath School teachers and scholars coming io 
pay their last respects to his memory. i 
G. D. Gilman offered a resolution which 


‘was adopted by a rising vote, to be entered | 


upon the records of the Union: 
: ve 4 
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fewere made. In doing this (boy style) we | 
| would go down to the bottom of the basket, 











school, (1841), I mber him as perf g 

the duties of librarian. In those days he ; 
used to bring the books to the classes in a | 
large basket; very quietly he used to come to | 
our class and waited until our selections | 


expecting the best book to be there, of course 






turning them topsy turvy and upon the floor. 
He very patie Me endured this week after 
week, showing in this and other things that 
might be m ioned, what ought to be promi- 


nent in every Christian character—patience. 
The impressions made in my mind then 
were, that he was a good man (and I never 
saw reason to change it), one that was in- 
terested in all ; even the youngest found in 
him a true friend. He wanted to make this 
school a success, and to do this he was wil- 
ling to serve in any capacity, and to con- 
tribute his share and even more; Didhe not 
do this? After spending the whole week in 
training the scholars in his day school, he 
would walk up here and spend Sunday in 
the work of his Master. In so doing he was 
trying to follow out his convictions of duty 
as a disciple of Jesus. Not only was he wil- 
ling to contribute his time and labor, he gave 
of his substance to carry on this good work. 
I think for many years he bought and paid 
for the question books used. From my ex- 
perience with him in later years, he was wil- 
ling to do this without any assurance of its 
being refunded to him. His faith in God 
was large, he would follow the influence of 


| His spirit, leaving the result in His hands. 


In later years, as the duties of the school in- 
creased, help was given him ; an assistant li- 
brarian was appointed, but shis did not les- 
sen his interest atall. It seemed to grow 


| Stronger and stronger; he found more time to 
| converse with the teachers and scholars, ever 


/ 


a 


on the alert to do them good by giving a 
word of cheer and advice, always anxious 
for all to learn the Saviour’s love. From 
time to'time God would answer his hum- 
ble petitions by leading some of the schoo! to 
accept of Jesus’ love. How earnestly he en- 
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fe 


The following remarks were prepared for. tered into this work, many of us know. In 
delivery at this meeting by Mr. A. J. Gro- | doing this he was letting his light shine. As 
Fae nbere Falls. who ior thirty- | he had opened his heart to the Saviour’s call, 

pYer: ee PE 4 ; he was endeavoring to get others to do the 
Seven years has been connected with the| same. And he was successful, Why? Be- 
Methodist Sunday school of that place :— cause he folowed Christ ; his object and aim 
lh After having listened to the able remarks |! was to ive for his Master. He was a man 
‘of the different speakers, it may seem some- well calcu ated to fill such a position. God 
what out of place forme to try to add any | had given him talents for his work. He had 
thing, and if I attempt to give lessons to the |, five, used them till they had increased to ten 
living from the life of our much loved and | 2nd even more, yet with all that he possessed 





departed Superintendent, I may fail, as the 
various phases of his character to which our 
closest attention has been directed, shows 


he was not above his Master, for one so well 
adapted to lead and learn others, he was 
ever ready to learn ‘even from those who 


n be learnt that will, I trust, |/ bad but one talent; he carried with him con- 
lho =r Of hace who live. Who is there } tinually the graces of his Lord, ever trying 
| present this eyening that looks upon thege | to glorify His name, never willing to claim 
‘pictures of Father Hice, can help but say he | any of the honor, but _giving it to Jesus. 
‘was a good man? Perhaps I can not do bet- | Since my connection with him as Assistant 

eee, a fom words, to speak of Father | Superintendent, he would frequently speak 
» Rice as a Superintendent of a Sunday School. | of his mri hehpgn and that he was notsuf- 
In looking over thé past, I recollect him as a ficent to ay the office. As we knew him pe 
Superintendent, in fact holding all of the this school, if he was not qualitied for the 
B@ines of theschool. ie 5 position where will you find one who~ was. 
When I first became a member ’of. thi Certainly not by your choice inthe one to 
a me A Soe 2 ‘succeed him. How pleasant it must have 
a ih, _ | been to him in his last years with. us, as he 
© looked over the past, the beginning of the 
school, at first small in all its departments, 
steadily increasing from year to year until it 
has arrived to its present condition. Well 
A do we remember how pleased he was at 
the changes made, especially in the library, 
Starting with a few books till we reached, 
| nearly 800; with a system which he thought 


























perfection. I will not weary your patience 
further, only to say that Father Rice e chibit 
ed in his. life’the* wholé of the “Ch sti 
graces. His influence was felt by all wit 
whom he had tordo for good, and’ they 
obliged to say he was.a man of God. 
are permitted to occupy @ mansion w 
_ blest, where all things will be mace’ 
we shall see that the life of our dépar 
perintendent was not in vain, « 
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respectful assurances of our warm sympathy 


| the Comforter, even by our Lord himself, 


é Resolved, That we “would respectfully ten- | 


der to the family of our beloved brother, the 


in this their bereavement, doubting not that 
they will find rich consolation afforded by 


While we mourn our loss we can rejoice 
thatithas been given unto our brother to 


have an abundant entrance to the Heavenly | 


Home. 


That we will cherish his memory and en- | 


deavor to emulate his example, and carry on 
the work which he has left us to do, until we 
J meet ‘In the land beyond the river.” 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 


A quarterly meeting was held last Sun- 


day evening, July 20th, at Saint Mary’s 


Church, Lower Falls, at 63 o’clock. 

The President, Hon. John ©. Park occu- 
pied the chair. He read passages from the 
Psalms, and Rey. Mr. Richardson, Pastor of 
the Methodist Church, Lower Falls, led in 
prayer. eee 

After the reading of the records and the 
presentation of the Superintendents’ reports 


for the quarter, the subject, of the evening 


was announced. ‘ 

“Should not the youngest children be 
taught to make a daily closet confession, by 
words spoken aloud, but audible only to 


God and themselves, of specific follies and 


sins of which they are conscious. 
Should not each teacher of every one of. 
the Sunday School Classes inculcate this, 


,and gently, but carefully inquire, and know 


whether it is persistently practiced, to the 
end that it may become a life-long habit, not 
only to confess; but to ask for the Holy 
Spirit to give strength for reformation.” 

The President opened the discussion, Rev. 


Mr. Mackay, the Vice President, taking the of the evening. 


chair. 


Mr. Park began by speaking of prayer as) | 
the most important duty we can perform. I, | 


is the finite communing with the infinite,the 
creature with the Creator, the sinful with 
the most Holy. He spoke of its solemnity. | 


God should always be approached with rever-| | 


ence. 


He referred to the great beauty and im- | 


pressiveness of the confession used in the 
Episcopal Church. We must turn the “ we?’ | 
into ‘ I,” and make it an individual confes- | 
sion of sin. If the adult needs prayer and 
confession, then the child needs it. | 

He spoke of the teachers responsibility to 
immortal souls committed to his charge. He 
should be familiar with the father and 
mother of the child, and’ by comparing views 
so harmonize his teaching as _ to supplement 
the instructions of the parent. 

The child should be encouraged to pray 
alone and audibly to God, and confess its. 
follies and sins. Little sins lead to large. 
ones. If the little ones are confessed and 
forsaken, the larger ones will not come. 

There must of course be conviction of sin 
before confession, there must be a repenting’ 
and turning from sin, there must be the 
Holy Spirit given for God to help the soul to 







Rev. H. McKay spoke of the advantageof J. A. Newell spoke of the amp 

| early training by godly parents. The best. praying aloud to God. Those who 
and greatest men were thus early educated never pray audibly, but always t 
for Christ, and testify to its value. | prayers,” may be deceived in thi 





| and teach it to pray, and bring it to the Lord 


“of his Master. 


We all feel the need of giving attention to, 


this subject, and we all feel its difficulties. 
It is difficult for the teacher to inculcate 

this habit of prayer upon fhe child, while the 

mother can kneel by the side of her chiid 


as Hannah brought Samuel to Eli for the 
Lord’s service. acl 

He spoke of a boy who enjoyed the teach- 
ings of an eminently godiy mother, who 
afterward became wayward,and went far in- 
to the paths of sin. He never could free him- 
self from the restraints of his early instruc- 





tions, but he was held as by invisible lines, 


and was brought back to virtue and to God. 
| , By training the child we are building up 


living stones to adorn the Temple of God. 
_ Rey. Mr. Barber spoke of the importance 
of carrying on the work thus begun with the 


child, until he was brought into the church 


of Christ, and into active work in the cause 


Rey. H. J. Patrick spoke of two dangers| 
lying in the way of carrying out the subject 


First, the danger of resting in aform of 


prayer. There is a great difference between | 
The habit of | 


Saying a prayer and praying. 















pray at all. 

Another brother spoke of a litt 
praying to God, as a sublime sigh 
the condescension of God in listeni 
prayer, and the faith of the child 
ing the great God to hear what she 
say, and to get an answer. ” 

A child confessing sins to God has t 
vantage of remembering its daily 
recounting them before God, thus 
conscious of wrongdoing; it also o i 
giveness, which it needs to make it hi 
and peaceful; and it gets strength fron 
break off the sins, and gain a victory 01 
morrow. 

This habit of praying will resul 
preparing the soul to meet the tempta 
cident to the various stages of child 
youth, so that the temptations to fi 
theft, impurity, and the various fc 
dissipation may be successfully pas 
overcome, : 

The meeting was a very spiritual 
cellent one, and the impression made 
very happy upon all present. — 








reform and get into the right way. He who 
prays from the heart is safe. The boy going | 
from home to school, and looking around | 
the dormitory and seeing no boys praying on | 
going to bed, retires himself to acorner and | 
offers up his prayer to God, is a boy who 
may be trusted any where—he is safe. 

We want heart prayer. A little boy who 
had been taught by his mother to pray, re- | 
tired one night before his mother came | 
home. His mother asked him if he had 
prayed. He said “yes mother.’? Said she, 
““areyou sure?’’ Yes said he “T’ll leave it 
to God if I didn’t.’ — Would ‘that we all | 
could appeal to God in like manner after we 
have prayed. 








praying, the habit of confessing specific | a 
sins in daily life will help overcome the ten-. 
dency toform. + F 
Second, the difficulty of the teachers find-. —— 
ing out about the child’s habits without ap- 
pearing inquisitorial. We should do it with ee 
great delicacy and wisdom. | 
Daniel Webster said the greatest thought 
that ever passed through his mind, was his ee 
individual responsibility to God. We ought 
to feel it, and strive to make thechild feel it. _ ie 
We should try to lead the child to feel per- | 
fect confidence in his Heavenly Father and 
his Saviour, and look upon him as the best, $a 
friend, to whom he may go in the freest man- 
ner. i | 
John Quincy Adams used every night to | a 
repeat the prayer, ‘“ Now I lay me down to 
sleep.” | 
The child may confess its sin, and come to ; 
Christ... It is to be regretted that we have so 4 
———— 


often repeated prayers, and so seldom have 
prayed. i 

The great Coleridge said it was the greatest 
thing to learn to pray—‘‘ Lord teach us to 
pray.” 
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Newton Sunday School Union. 









The annual meeting was held in the Chan- 
ning Church, on Sunday evening, Jan. 18th 
| at 64 o’clock, President John C. Park in the 
chair. 
| After devotional exercises the Secretary, 
|My. E. B. Earle, read the records of the last 
meeting, and presented his annual report as 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

There are 23 schools in the Union, 7 Con- 
gregational, 5 Baptists, 5 Methodist, 2 Epis- 
copal, 2 Unitarian, 1 Universalist, 1 Union. 





_ Total membership 3,378 
| Average attendance 2,321 
Contributions $2,146.05 
Teacher’s meetings 230 
Conversions 15 
Engaged in special mission work if 


The Superintendents then retired as a 
Committee of nomination, and nominated 
the following list of officers for the ensuing 
year: 
President, Rev. H. Mackay of St. Mary’s 

Church, Lower Falls; Vice President, E. B 

Earle of the Baptist Church, Newton; Sec- 

retary, George C. Dunne, of Eliot Church, 

Newton; Directors, Edwin W. Gay of the 

Methodist Church, Newton; and R. W. 

Waters of the Congregational Church, New- 

ton Centre. 

This list was accepted by the Union. Hon. 
John C. Park, after appropriate remarks, re- 

| signed the chair to Rev. Mr. Mackay. 

The essay of the evening by Moses H. 
Sargent of Newton, was upon the use of il- 
lustration in Sabbath School teaching. His 

| points were illustrated with incidents from 
long observation, and held the attention of 
the audience closely. The first point was 
the abuse of the gifts, in merely telling sto- 
ries to pass away time, without point or con- 
nection with the lesson. 


The second.enforcing the right , ot il- 
lustration in teaching. The Pa was 
commended to the Master’s methods in the 
use of passing events and in Parables. The 
use of slates in the classes, pictures, black- 
boards and other methods was spoken of,and 
lastly the daily life and example of the 
teacher were a continual illustration to his 
scholars for good or ill. The essayist closed 
with a ‘graphic illustration of a beautiful 
cathedral in a foreign land, built with won- 
drous skill, and of noble proportions, when 
ready for the scenic painter, none could be 
found to climb to the dizzy height of the 
| dome, to adorn its surface. Atlast one was 
f 





found to venture to the heights, but alas 
-when there he could not paint, The teacher 
‘must not only be able to teach the way, but 
have that aptness to teach which will lead 
his class to a godly life, and a home in Heay- 
en. 


|| the speaker says, “ now every woman knows 
how to make up bread,” and all the ladies | 
are on the alert to see what he is going to | 
illustrate by bread making. John ©. Park | 


| was enforcing the duty of immediate repen- 
| tance and reformation. He said, you are 


| School teachers. We must be plain, simple, 


Rev. J. C. Adams followed in remarks on 
the necessity of care in constructing illustra- 
tions, lest they fail of their purpose. He 
once tried to illustrate to some boys that. 
sometimes we can do Hight by not doing cer- 
tain things. He said, boys, supposing when_ 
you were going out some day and when you 
got to the door you found it raining hard 
how could you prevent getting wet? He 
wanted the boys to say, by not going out; but 
the prompt answer was, “ By putting up an 


umbrella.” He spoke of the interest | 


awakened in an audience when the speaker 
said: now is this like .’ The drowsy 
ones wake up to see what it is like. When 





spoke of the importance of talking the sub- 
jects over in the teacher’s meetings as they 
are in the Union, and give all the teachers 
the benefit of the thoughts presented, and 
make them practical in every school and 


|| every class. He spoke of Father Taylor, the 


sailor’s preacher of Boston, and of an ad- 
dress to sailors he once heard from him. He | 


now over good anchorage ground, soon you 
will drift away into deep water. If you put 
off present duty, you will soon be where the 
water is toodeep for your cable and your 
anchor will not touch bottom. Let go the 
anchor now, while the anchorage is good,and 
your anchor will hold-and you are safe.s 

We must apply: our illustrations to those | 
before us and make it apply to them so that 
they will be moved by it. Our life is the | 
best illustration. The President referred to 
the responsibilities of his position and of 
the importance of our work as Sunday 


direct, and earnest, and make our illustra- | 
tions applicable to the subject and the class 
before us, and he urged fiedlity and conse- 
cration to the great work before us. 

The second centennial of Sunday Schools 
in this country will be celebrated by this 
Union in July next, and at the same time, || 
the forty-first anniversary of its own ex- 
istence. The committee in charge of this | 
are, Rev. H. Mackay, E> B. Earle, Geo. C. | 
Dunne, E. W. Gay, R. W. Waters, Alden | 
Speare, J. F. C. Hyde, and D. E. Snow. 


— 











] 


BI-CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY.-- At the an- 
| nual meeting of the Newton Sunday School 
Union, held in Channing Church, last Sab- 
bath evening, a Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the expediency of celebrating the two 
hundredth anniversary of the formation of 
the first Sabbath School in New England, re- 
ported progress, and by request the present 
officers of the Union were added to the Com- 
mittee, together with Mr. James F.C. Hyde. 
This celebration will occur some time in 





July, and it would perhaps be well to state | 
that the first school was formed in Plymouth | 


in 1680. 
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i Newton Sunday School Ditencs 
| Preparation for a Grand Cele- | 
bration by the Union, June: 
27th. 


| 


























A quarterly meeting was held at the Con- 
| gregational church, Auburndale, on Sunday: 
evening, April 18th. The President, Rev. H. 
| Mackay of St. Mary’s Church occupied the 
chair. Prayer was offered by Rey. Calvin: 
Cutler, ani the singing was partly by the 
| choir and congregation, and partly by a dele- 
| gation of boys from the Pine Farm School 
|| under the direction of Geo. S. Trowbridge. 
Hon. J. F. C, Hyde, from the Committee on 
| the proposed celebration of the second 
Centennial of Sunday Schools in this coun- 
try,and the forty-tirst anniversary of its own 
existence, reported that it would he held in 
Eliot Hall, Newton, on Sunday, June 27th, 
at 6 o’clock P.M. The address will be de- 
| livered by Rev. B. K. Peirce,D. D.,with sing- 
| ing will be by children from our Sunday 
| Schools to the number of 300. 
: The celebration of the Centennial in Lon- 
| don begins June 28, and the Board of Mana- 
| gers of the Newton Sunday School Union 
Were empowered to furnish credentials to 
| any persons from Newton who may be in 
| London at that time, to represent them ag 
| delegates to the centennial. The Superin- 
tendents made their usual reports. 








No. Schools reporting 19 
Whole nembership 3,085 
Average attendance 2,208° 
Contributions $567.58 
Teachers’ meetings 85 
Conversions 12 


The essayist, Professor E. Benjamin An- 
drews of the Theological Seminary Newton 
Centre, then gave a very interesting and ef- 
fective address, on the ‘* Encouragements of 
Sunday School Teaching, as compared with 
teaching in our Public Schools.’”’ Pei 

Our Sunday School work lies on an exalt- 
ed pl—ne. There are Soar ations in all em- 
ployugents. The farmer we tiaturally plac 
| above the miner; mental labor above muscu-3 

lar labor; science above art; some arts above | 
others; the study and teaching of astronomy 
; | above that of arithmetic. 
There is a dignity and grandeur about our | 

Sunday School work which raises it above | 

the work done in publie schools. | 
| We teach here the grandest conception of 

the human mind, God, the perfect coe. 
Then the soul stands next in grandeur. ” It 
is grand evenin ruins. God sent his son to 
redeem it. We teach the moral laws of our 
being, high, grand, noble. 

Teachers in public schools have a noble | 
work to do. No more human work is grand- 
er. | 
In Sunday Schools we have to do with the | 
plastic, responsive, mighty faculties of the 
soul. Intellect is mighty. Manis a think-, 
ing being Put nothing athwart the right | 
thinking mind. If thinking is wrong, in-} 
struct and thus correct it. But intellect. is! 
not the greatest faculty. It does not give 
tone to history. It is the moralin man which 
is of the most importance. The coming of 
Christ is the momentous event in history. 
He brought new moral life and light into the 





and conduct. Opposition rose againstit. It. 
grew strong and spread. It will sweep all 
before it. It has its own kingdom. We see | 
it in the reformation, we see see it in the up- 
building of this country. It is the mora/,not | 
the intellectual, that wins. The moral takes 
intellect and leads it as with a halter. 


world. It got-hold of men’s minds, hearts | 


In the contest with Slavery, all was 
against it but the moral and Spiritual, in the 
souls of men, and in the heart of God. : 

The purposes and results aimed at in the 
Sunday School work have to do with the 
highest interests of humanity, here and 
hereafter. Thank God for the common 
schools of Newton, for the noble common 
school system. / 

Sometimes Christians are called ‘ other 
world men’’; but the Sunday School work. 
faithfully performed, is of the greatest im-! 
portance even in a utilitarian view. 

The work of the ministry and of the Sun- 
day School is one work. The teachers work | 


| is more nearly like the preaching of the apos- | 


tles and helpers, than the pulpit: work of. 
ministers. | 

Moral reforms like temperance, are often 
thought to depend on right laws. Good 
laws, well enforced, are excellent, but moral 
work is of supreme importance. We must 
hate the sin, resolve against it, and fortify in 
the Sunday School, the mind of the young 
against it. 

Almighty moral influences are applied in 
the Sunday School, and get into the hearts 
of boys and girls to lift them up as with a 
lever. Not every teacher has a right to re- 
fresh himself with these thoughts. The lazy 
Sunday School teacher is unworthy to en- || 
gage inthe work, The faithful teacher has || 
a high calling, the development of youthful |) 
minds in virtue and usefulness. It is a dread- 
ful responsibility for an unfaithful teacher to 
have charge of a class, 

Geo. S. Trowbridge, E. B. Earle, J. F. @, 

Tyde, J. A. NewelVand another brotheto)- |! 
owed with remarks, and the Presidentandea 
by speaking of man as body, inind and soul. 

Aman maybea giant in body, ornate in 
mind, with the moral nature untouched. The 
church and Sunday School are for the soul. 

Mr. Mackay read statistics showing that in 
the United States there are 7,357,154 persons |, 
enrolled in our Sunday Schools. During the 
past year there have united with the church 
in 16 States 123,471 persons. Taking all the 
States, itis supposed that at least 250,000 
have joined the church from the Sunday 
Schools. 

Quite a delegation of children from the I 





Auburndale Sunday School were present. |: 





Centennial Celebration by the 
Newton Sunday School Union. 


At the late meeting of the Newton Sunday 
| School Union, Ex-Mayor Hyde, from the 
| Committee on the proposed celebration of 
| the long-continued (41 years) and prosperous 
condition of this Union, and also the second 
Centennial of Sunday Schools of this coun- 
try, made a report that it would be held in 
Eliot Hall, on Sunday, June 27th, at 6 P. M. 
Address by Rev. Bradford K. Pierce, D. D. 
The singing will be by children from our 
Sunday Schools to the number of three hun- 
dred or more. 

The celebration of the Sunday School Cen- 
tennial in London, begins June 28th of this 
year,and the Board of Managers of the New- 
ton Sunday School Union were empowered 
‘| to furnish credentials to any persons from 
Newton who may be in London at that time, 
to represent them at this Centennial, It is 
believed that the first Sunday School in this 
country was established at Plymouth in the 

year 1680. 
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NEW TON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


The Quarterly Meeting of the Union will 
be held 


NEXT SUNDAY EVENING, 
At 6.30 o’clock, in the 


Congregational Church, Auburndale, 


Subject,—‘‘ The Encouragements of Sun- 
day School Work, comparred with those of 
work in the Public Schools.” 

Prof. E. Brenzamin ANDREWS, of Newton 


Theological Seminary, will open the subject. 


The public cordially invited. 


apl7 GEO. C. DUNNE, Secretary. 
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A Century of Sunday Schools. 


The Robert Raikes Centennial 
Celebrated by the Newton Sun- 
day School Union at #Lliot Mall 
_==-Hlistorical Address by Rev. 
Dr.-B. Ki. Peirce. 





Every Sabbath school over the whole city 
which belongs to the Newton Sunday 
School Union has been fur several months 
most actively interested in the celebration 
by the Union of the one hundredth anniver- 
sary of the formation of the first modern 
Sunday school, at Gloucester, England, in 
1780, 

The event took place at Eliot Hall, last 
Sabbath evening, the exercises commencing 
at about six o’clock, and the large hall, plat- 
form and gallery were filled by an interested 
audience of old and young from every por- 
tion of the city,coming in barges and private 
carriages from the more distant sections in 
large numbers. 

A Centennial Committee of Arrangements 
had been formed at the last annual meeting 

| of the Union, consisting of Rey. Henry 
Mackay as Chairman, George C. Dunne as 
Secretary, and Hon. Jas. F. ©. Hyde, Alden 


Speare, D. E. Snow, Edward B. Earle, Ruel ; 


W. Waters and Edwin W. Gay, and under 
their efficient direction every arrangement 
had been made for the comfort of those pres- 
ent, and, at the opening of the exercises the 
hall presented an attractive appearance with 
its sea of faces, bright costuines and happy 
array of hundreds of children on floor and 
platform. 

The platform was adorned with a profu- 
sion of pot plants,and on the wall at the rear 
was placed in opposite positions the figures 
“1780” “1880” in white pinks on a dark back- 
ground, indicating the period of time between 
the present Sunday school and the formation 
of the first one 100 years ago. The cornices 
were also trimmed with smilax and floweis 
the pulpit was flanked by large and beauti- 

| ful bouquets, and the decorations were in 
charge of B.S. Smilie, J. Sturgis Potter, E. 
G. Clough, H. F. Bent, Mrs. Bevt and Mrs. 
Fihser. 

Upon the platform sat the grand chorus of 
nearly four hundred children,under the able 
conductorship of Mr. George S. Trowbridge; 
just in front sat the President of the Union, 
the Rev. Henry Mackay, its officers, ex-Pres- 
idents, pastors of the Newton churches and 
Sabbath school Superintendents. Mr. J. El- 
iot Trowbridge presided at the piano. 

The Exercises. 





| It was a grand audience, and all were in- 
terested deeply throughout the exercises, 
which opened with the singing by the chil- 
dren’s chorus of the ‘Rallying Song,’’ invo- 
cation by the Rev. Alvah Hovey,D.D., Pres- 
ident of the Newton Theological Institute, 
and an address by Rev. Mr. Mackay, who, 
after reading from Isaaih 21; 11, 12, said; 
HEE_PRIESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 
) Members of the Sunday schools of New- 
| ton, ladies and gentlemen; It becomes my 
«Very easy and gratifying duty to welcome 
you with a hearty, joyous word on this great 
_ and grand, glorious and august occasion, as- 
sembled as we are to celebrate the centennial 
anniversary of the Sundoy school known by 
the title of the Robert Raikes’ institution. T 
am not prepared or expected, nor indeed is 
it necessary that I should make any pro- 
longed remarks on this subject of the Sun- 
day school, particularly because it will be 
| your better and great privilege to have an 
opportunity of listening to the eloquent 
words of one who comes after me; but, while 
I have nospeech to make I desire to congrat- 
ulate the City of Newton on this great and 
grand celebration for what this magnificent 
hall presents here upon this occasion; I con- 
gratulate the City of Newton for this magnif- 
icently grand chorus composed of a portion 
of the pupils of the various city Sunday 
schools. I have to congratulate you for your 
beautiful city—for its Godliness, its high 
moral code and hence its moral order; I con- 
gratulate you and myself with you on our 
public schools and our excellent corps of 
teachers; I congratulate you with all my 
heart and with all my soul and with all my 
strength for the great institution of the City 
of Newton, the Sunday School Union, now 
closing up fifty years of usefulness and work 
of goodness. I congratulate you, one and 
all, for the great advantages these Sunday 
schools have given to us; and in this I con- 
gratulate you that the institution of the 
Sunday school is above opinion; it is a liv- 
ing and indisputable fact that no opinion is 
had of it other than in laudation of its mis- 
sion. Go into the Sunday schools through- 
out the world; gointo those of your own 
city, and they are above opinion—they are 
substantial and fruitful in their missionary 
work among the young. I congratulate you 
on all these things, but, as I have already 
stated, Iam not to make a speech; but I 
could not sit down without thus congratulat- 
ing you. Weare here not to express opin- 
| ions but to bear witness—these children are 
incontrovertible witnesses of the power and 
| goodness, advantages and influences of the 
’ Sunday school 
ese al 
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first being at Bolton, England, in 1787, in 
couneetion with Mr. Wesley's chureh, and 
the second in the same year, by Bishop As- 
bury, in Hanover County, Va. In 1801 Isa- 
bella Graham began a Sunday Schoolin New 
York; in 1785 Queen Charlotte thanked 
Raikes for his work in behalf of the religious’ 


Welfare of the nation; in four years from the | 


opening of the first schools, 300,000 pupils 
had been gathered into them in Great Brit- 
jan and a Sunday School Union had been 
formed; in 1791 an organization of the same 
type was formed in Philadelphia: in 1824 the: 


its blessed work, For more than a half cen- 
tury every well organized church has looked 
upon its Sunday School as the right arm of 
its power, the hopeful prophecy of its better 
future, and the nursery of youthful piety. 


The Newton Sunday schools date back to 
an early day. The first Parish (Congrega- 
tionel) church was instituted in 1664 with 
John Eliot as pastor, its Sunday School was 
founded in 1816 by Miss Mary Clark, Dr. 
Hosmer, her pastor, extending his sympathy 
andaid. Dea. BE. F, Woodward was the first 
male teacher and its only Supt., (barring 
one year) until his death ip 1846, 

The First Baptist church was established 
in 1780; its Sabbath School was gathered by 
Mrs. Clarice Hyde, mother of our ex-Mayor, 
Hon James F. ©. Hyde, in a little old, one 
story building ou the corner of Park street. 

The first Methodist Sunday School was in- 
stituted in July 1882 in connection with a 
church at Upper Falls and by Marshall S. 
Rice, who was its Superintendent until his 
death, 

The Protestant Episcopal Sunday School 
at Lower Falls antedated for some time a 
settled rector over the parish, as it opened in 
the spring of 1518, 

The first Unitarian (Channing) Sunday 
School was founded in Union Hall, Newton 
Corner,’ April 18, 1852, and at its first ses- 
sion there were 18 scholars present, Dr. 
llenry Bigelow, of grateful memory, was 
first Superintendent. 

The Newton Sunday School Union was 
formed Nov. 13th, 1888. The nrst President 
was Wm. Jackson, then Lient. Gov., of 
Mass., and Elijah F. Woodward was Treas- 
urer. 











ship in Great Britain during the past_ fifty 
years has been 6 million, in the United 
States 84 million. The work of the Sunday 
School was then reviewed in detail, its many 
departments of missionary labor alluded to 
and the life and work of the great philan- 
thropist, John Falk, whose Orphans Home 
still stands at Weimar, was treated at length 
as this institution was the first of its kind 
and the speaker referred to many other simi- 
lar homes since established, which are doing 
such a great work in caring for the young. 

New England had the first Sunday School 
concerts and anniversary celebrations. and 
the address concluded with a summary of 
what were the objects of the Sunday School, 
the position it occupied today in the field of 
religious training, and the great and sub- 
stantial advantages and benefits derived 
from its work. 

After the chorus had sung “Forward! be 
our watchword!" Rev. Walcott Calkins,pas- 
tor of the Eliot Church, made a short, inter- 
esting address. 








ADDRESS BY REV. MR. CALKINS. 


I think, he said, ITcansum up in two or 





three words the spirit of this wonderful oc- 
casion and, withont detaining you more than 
a moment longer, enable all of these chil- 
dren upon the platform and all the children 
in these chairs and all these parents and 
friends of these united Sunday schools, to 
carry home an idea of just what we mean by 
this celebration tonight. There are three 
modern miracles of the nineteenth century— 
every one of them apparent to all of us if we 
will but stop and reflect, viz: 
God, the Word of God and the chureh of 
God. Now these three miracles are the only 
three facts that have come down from tho 
very beginning of this world to our certain 
knowledge. It is not 1780 or 1880, but it 
goes back to the year of our Lord 1—back 












four thousand years and always the same. 
These three miracles have been to this world 
the greatest blessings God has ever bestowed 
upon his people. These three are united in 
the Sunday school; just think for a moment 
—it is aschool for the Sabbath, for the day; 
then it is a school for the study of the Word 
of God. Robert Raikes in the beginning was 
trying to teach the letters of the alphabet, to 
teacn the children that they might read the 
Psalms, the sermon on the monutand all the 
Word of God. So the business of the Sun- 
day school is to teach the world the Word of 
God on the day of God. The third miracle 
brings us all to remember it as the most 
solemn one of. all. “This is the work of the 
church of God; it is its work to take the child 
and train him up to do right and walk in the 
path of the godly. Take care of these little 
ones and you shall receive your reward; 
that is what God says when he puts into the 
arms of the church the children of the Sun- 
day school. We are giving Gon than ks with 
all our hearts for these three miracles, and 
we are going forth with His blessing to ‘be 
more faithful than ever in discharging our 


duties, through the light of these three 
things, the blessed gilts of God to His chil- 
dren. 


After the address all joined in singing 
“Stand up, 
ercises concluded with the benediction by 
the Rev. F. B. Hornbrooke, pastor of the 
Chanuing Church. 3 
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Centennial Hymn. 


oie 


American Sunday School Union commenced © 





S. F. Smitn’s Sunday School | 


Span too 3 


and subsequently in the United States,—the | 


The increase of Sunday School member- | 





The day of) 


stand up for Jesus,’’ and the ex- 









tional Church, and sung adceptably j in “The 


ONT ata ve ” Christ’s resurrection was 
“narrate by. ¢ e Rev. H. J. Patrick,pastor of | 


Cong regational Church, West: 

Sloane tho read from Matthew 28; 1-6, the 
chorus giving ‘‘Christ the Lord is risen.”’ 

After prayer by Dr. D. L. Furber, pastor 

of the First Congregational Church, the en- 


tire audience joined in rendering the beautj- 


fulhymn, “I will sing of my Redecmer,”’ 
with great effect. An 


HISTORICAL ADDRESS BY REY. DR. B. K. PEIRCE, 
editor of Zion’s Herald, was then delivered. 


Robert Raikes of Gloucester, England, is 
the reputed father of the modern Sunday 
School, and the period in which the work 
was begun suggests the divine origin of the 
scheme to educate the young and nurture 
them into gospel faith. The speaker then 
proceeded to the discussion of the religious | 
and theistic thought of that day, of the pow- 
erful antogonist, Raikes Sunday School in- 
stitution proved to the strong logic of Thos. 
Paine and others, of what a defence against 
the influence of Paine’s bold infidelity over 
the youth of the land has been this general 
study of the Bible during their most suscepti- 
ble and formative hours. It wasan era of 
the lowest ebb of vital religion in England, 
and the United States was feeling seriously 
the influence of French infidelity and the 
demoralizing power of a long war. Lecky 
the English historian, says a latent scepti- 
cism and wide spread indifference might be. 
traced everywhere among the educated,— 
Sunday was rapidly losing its distinctive re- 
ligious character, and intellects were turned 
toward physical sciences and against re- 
vealed truth. There was noreligion in Eng- 
land, according to another historian, and the 
mention of the subject in society excited only 
laughter. It was at this time and under these 
circumstances that Raikes started a Sunday | 
School in Gloucester which soon justified | 
the wisdom of its establishment and brought 
the spiritually imperilled, neglected and poor |} 
children under religious instruction and 
guidance. The speaker fixed the date of | 


this establishment at 1780, related the cir- |. 


eye of its foundation, and reviewed 
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They make the bright and fragrant air 
Echo with grateful songs. 


So shall the seed of truth and grace, 
Scattered by loving hands, 


-Harvests, of wealth untold, produce 


In all the earth’s broad lands; 

The germ, once dropped in Britain’s soil, 
-A wondrous yield shall see, 

Divinely sown, divinely fraught 
With immortality. 


O, land of lands,—with freedom blest,— 
While loving childhood sings 

Its sweet hosannas to the name 
Of Christ, the King of kings, 

From east to west, from north to south, 
Be all thy infant flock 

Folded and kept secure in Him,— 
The Everlasting Rock. 


CENT ENNIA 1s CELEB RATION 


OF THE 


Seen eg enna le I eT 


Organization of Sunday Schools, 


al Se eee 


UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 


NEWTON SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


At ELioT Hatt, NEWTON, MAss., 


SuNDAY, JUNE 27, 1880, at 6 o’clock P.M. 
a / 


Singing by a chorus of 350 children and youth from the Sunday 
Schools of Newton. 


Conductor, Gro. S. TROWBRIDGE. Pianist, J. Erior TROWBRIDGE. 
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Ballving Song. 


The Sunday-School army has gathered once more, 
Its numbers are greater than ever before; 

Its banne d, and shall never be furled, 
Till the Prince of salvation has conquered the world. 


CHORUS: Sing, oh! sing, as we’re ore along, 


? >) 
The Sundar. School army is marching along. 
ht against evil, and battle with wrong; 
Our sword is the Bible, both trusty and 


While Prayer is our watchword and 
And neyer! no, never, to foes will we yield. 


o Jesus, our Captain, hosannas we raise, 
oin with our teachers in ing his praise; 


soldiers we are, and his soldiers we'll be, 
Till v ictory is won, and our spirits are free! 


INVOCATION. 
REV. ALVAH’ HOVEY, DD. BD: 


PRESIDENI’S ADDRESS. 


Isaiah 21; 11-12. 





‘Singing. 


Sentinel on the Heights.” 


Sentinel, with 
In the service of our Lord, 
I am keeping watch and ward: 


All the px of danger 
Lest our city should be captured, 
Lest the enemy appear. 


CuHorus: Though the night be long and weary, 
Cheer thee, soldier, yonder distant ray 
Shall dispel those we ouds dreary; 
Thou st 


On the heights what 
Sentinel, with sleep] 
Sin and crime with heedless bound, 
Send their forces all around. 
Never sleeping, ever keepin 
ithful guard though foes appall, 
t himself our arms will strengthen, 
Mighty to encompass all. 


On the heights what Zearest thou, 
Sentinel, with sleepless brow? 
Still the foe, in phalanx broad, 
Arms himself against Lord 
Armor § g, swift a 
When we thought salvation n 
Waken, soldiers! march to battle, 
Christ the Lord is Captain here. 


READING OF SCRIPYURKES. 


REV. J. COLEMAN ADAMS. 





That is taught in our Sunday Sch 


us Christ, the same yesterday, to-day and for ever.” 
His ComInG. Luke 2: 8-11. 
‘A Saviour born to-day.”’ 


Carol, sweetly carol, a Saviour born to-day; 

Bear the joyful eines: oh! bear them far away; 
Carol, sweetly carol, till earth’s remotest bounc 

Shall hear the mighty chorus, and echo back the sound, 


Cuorus: Carol, sweetly carol, carol sweetly to- 
Bear the joyful tidings, oh! bear them far away. 


setly carol, as w the 
O’er the vales of Judah, awoke th 

Carol, sweetly carol good-w ill and peace sana te e, 
Glory in the highest to God who reigns above 


Carol, sweetly carol the happy Christmas-time 
Hark! the bells are pealing their m 

irol, sweetly carol, ye shining ones a 
Sing in loudest numbers, oh! sing redeeming love. 


4. His Lirk AND Deatu. Mark 15: 15-20; Luke 23: 


33-34. 
“The Sweet, Sad Story.” 


Jesus once, from realms of glory, came to earth a child to be. 

Would you hear the sweet, sad story, how he died fe pu and me ? 
Yes, he died on Calvary’s mountain, shout your praise in melo 
Haste to drink of love’s clear fountain, flowing pure for you and me. 


Look within fair Bethlehem’s manger, gaze about on all you see; 
Thus he came—the little stranger,—oh, such love for you 

See him, little children drawing to his side, so loving, free; 
Hear him, ever gently calling, seeking still for you and me. 


nd me! 


On the cruel cross they bound him, and, while mocking, bowed the knee; 
th a wreath of thorn they crowned him; this was all for you and me. 


€ r far than Galile 
‘cho children’ $ praises ever, waiting tl 


e for you and me. 





His RESURRECTION. Matt, 28: 1-6. 
“Christ the Lord is risen.” 


Christ the Lord is risen to-day! sons of men and Angels say, 
Raise your joys, and triumphs high, sing, ye heavens, and earth reply. 


Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight, the battle won: 
Lo! our sun’s eclipse is o’er, lo! he sets in blood no more. 


**Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell: 
Death in vain forbids his rise; Christ hath opened Paradise. 


Soar we now where Christ hath led, following our exalted Head. 
Made like Him, like Him we rise; ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
PRAYER. 

VO La OR BER. Ds 1, 


Singing. 


All are inyited to r nd join. 
“T will sing of my Redeemer.” 


[ will sing of my Redeemer, 
And his wondrous love to me: 
the cruel cross he suffered, 
From the curse to set me free. 


Sing, oh! sing of my Redeemer: 
th his blood he purchased me; 
On the c he sealed my pardon, 
Paid the debt and made me free. 


I will praise my dear Redeemer, 
His triumphant pow’r I’ll tell, 

How the victory he giveth 
Over sin and death and hell. 


I will sng of my Redeemer, 
love to me; 
He from death to life hath brought me, 
Son of God with him to be 





Centennial Womn. 
Written for this occasion by Rev. S. F. Smitu, D. D. 


Far o’er the distant mountain ridge So shall the seed of truth and grace, 
Kindles the morning ray, Scattered by lovir 

Whose growing light and warmth foretell ts, of wealth untold, produce 
The reign of per In all the earth’s broad lands; 

O’er the wide fields the sy al i The germ once dropped in Britain’s soil, 
Shoots up its verdant threads, ; A wondrous yi hall see; 

Prophetic of the waving cr Divinely s 
And the wheat’s ripened h 


Joy for the reapers whe 5 Oh! land of lands,—with freedom blest ,— 
Their gleaming sickles b Thile lovin ildhood sings 

And countless heaps of precious sheaves Its sweet hosannas to the name 
In yellow bundles lie; Of Christ, the King of kings, 

From field and home, from plain and hill, From east to west, from north to south, 
Hasting in joyous thror 3e all thy infant fle 

They make the br and 9 r t secure in him,— 
Echo with grateful son he Everl. g Rock 


ADDRESS. 
REV. BRADFORD K. PEIRCE, D. D. 


Singing. 


‘Forward! be our watchword.”’ 


For ! be our watchword, steps and voices joined; 
Seek the things before us, never look behind: 
Burns the fiery pillar at our y’ : 

ho shall dream of shrinking, by our Captain led? 


Cuorus. Forward thro’ the desert, thro’ the toil and fight! 
Jordan flows before us, Zion beams with lis 


Glories upon glories, one day to be shared 
y the souls that love him, hath our Go prepared; 
hath not beheld them, ear hath never heard; 
of these hath uttered, thought or speech, a word! 


Forward, marching eastward, where the heaven is bright, 
Till the veil be lifted, till our faith be sight! 





To the Eternal Father, loudest anthe 

To the Son and Spirit, echo songs praise! 
To the Lord of glory, Blessed Three in One, 
Be, by men and angels, endless honor done. 


re earthly praises, dull the songs of night; 
ward into triumph, forward into lig 


Andress. 


REV. WALCOTT CALKINS. 


Singing, 
All are invited to join, 
“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 


Stand up, stand up for Jesus, ye soldiers of the cross! 
Lift high his royal banner, it must not suffer loss; 
From victory unto victory his army 1 he lead, 

Till every foe is vanquished, and Christ is Lord indeed. 


Stand up, stand up for Jesus! Stand in his strength alone: 
The arm of flesh will fail you, ye dare not trust your own; 
Put on the gospel armor, and, watching unto prayer, 
Where duty calls, or danger, never wanting there 


Stand up, stand up for Jesus! The strife will not be long; 
This day, the noise of battle, the next, the victor’s song; 


To him that overcometh, a crown of life shall b 
He, with the King of glory, shall reign eternally. 


BENEDICGLION. 


REV. F. B. HORNBROO 
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THE 


NEWTON SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


ORGANIZED, 183. 


@fficers for 1880. 


Rey, HENRY MACKAY, - - - - President. 
EDWARD B. HARLE, - : - = - Yice President. 


GEORGE C. DUNNE, - - Secretary and Treasurer. 


Directors. 


REUEL W. WATERS. EDWIN VW. GAY. 


Centennial Committee of Arrangements. 


Rey. HENRY MACKAY, Chairman. 
JAS. ¥. C, HYDE, EDWARD B. EARLE. 
ALDEN SPEHARE. REVEL W. WATERS. 


D. EH. SNOW, EDWIN W. GAY. 
GEO. C. DUNNE, Secretary. 
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| our citizens. 


|opened with the singing of a ‘Rallying 


? Saat 
NEWTON SUNDAY SCISO0L UNION 
CELEBRATEON. 


The labors of a committee of gentle- 
men who have been busy the past few 
months arranging for a fitting commemo- 
ration of the Sunday School Centennial, 


| culminated at Eliot Hall last Sunday eve- 
| ning, in one of the most complete and in- 


teresting entertainments ever witnessed 


| in this city. 


Long before the opening exercises, the} 
hall was crowded with old, young, and 
middle-aged, representing all classes of 
Rev. Henry Mackay, the 
president of the Union, occupied the 
chair, surrounded by resident clergymen, 
Sunday School superintendents, and a 
large chorus of children. The exercises 


Song” by the chorus, an invocation was 
made by the Rey. Dr. Alvah Hovey, and 
the President in a short address weleomed 
all present. After singing, reading of 
| Scriptures by Rev. J. Coleman Adams, a 
pleasant exercise occurred, consisting of 
j alternative recitations of Scripture and 


/ An address was then delivered by the 
Rey. Bradford K. Peirce, D. D., ot the 
Zion's Herald. The speaker gave a sketch 
of the life and work of Robert Raikes, 
and referred to the progress of Sunda 
school work in America. ‘The first Sab- 
bath school formed in Newton was in 
connection witn the First Parish Congre- 
gational Church in 1816, Miss Mary Clark 
being the first teacher; the second in 





i The Robert Raike’s Centennial. 
| 
i 


'million in the whole world. 


1 





singing, upon the topic :—‘‘What is taught 


_ jin our Sunday Schools.”’ 





Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. D. L. 
Furber, singing was rendered by the con- 


_| gregation, and was followed by the sing- 


ing of the following centennial hymn, 
written for the occasion by Dr. S. F. 
| Smith, author of ‘‘America:” 


Far o’er the distant mountain ridge 
Kindles the morning ray, 

Whose growing light and warmth foretell 
The reign of perfect day; 

O’er the wide fields the springing grain 

. Shoots up its verdant threads, 

Prophetic of the waving crop, 

And the wheat’s ripened heads. 


Joy for the reapers when they lay 
‘ Their gleaming sickles by, 
| Aud cuuntless heaps of precious sheaves 
' >» ~ In yellow bundles lie; 
| From field and home, from plain and hill, 
Hasting in joyous throngs, 
| They make the bright and fragrant air 
Echo with grateful songs. 


So shall the seed of truth and grace, 

{ Scattered by loving hands, 

Haryests of wealth untold, produce 

f In all the earth’s broad lands; ; 

The germ once dropped in Britain’s soil, 
A wondrous yield shall see; 

Divinely sown, divinely fraught 

With immortality. 


~ Oh! land of Jands—with freedom blest—- 
_ While loving childhood sings 

Its sweet hosannas to the name 
Of Christ, the King of kings, 

From east to west, from north to south, 
Be all thy infant flock 

Folded and kept secure in Him— 
The Everlasting Rock. 


connection with the First Baptist Church, 
the mother of ex-Mayor J. F. C. Hyde 
being the founder; the first in connec- 
tion with a Methodist church was with 
that at Upper Falls in July, 1832, by the 
late Hon. M. 8. Rice; the first in connec- 
tion with an Episcopal church at Lower 
Falls in 1818; the first in connection with 
a Unitarian society at Newton Corner, 
April 18, 1852, with the late Dr, Bigelow 
as Superintendent. The Newton Sunday 
School Union was formed in October, 
1888. Within the past half century from 
one million scholars in Great Britain, 57,- 
000 in the United States, and two million 
in the whole world, the number of Sab- 
bath school scholars has increased to 
seven million in England, nine million in 
the United States and upward of twenty 
! New Eng- 
land introduced the first Sabbath school 
concert: and anniversary celebration. 
The Sunday school, he said, is the evan- 
gelist of the common school. The rever- 
end gentleman’s address was followed by 
singing and a short address by Rev. Wol- 
cott Calkins, the exercises concluding 
with singing and benediction by the Rey. 
F. B. Hornbrooke. 








The eminent qualifications of Mr. 
George 8. Trowbridge as a musical con- 





ductor, and Mr. J. E. Trowbridge as a 
ianist, are so well known to our citizens 
hat commendation seems unnecessary ; 
but we cannot refrain from stating that 
\they never appeared to better advantage 
than on this occasion, and that their ef- 
forts were appreciated was evidenced by 
the praise so generally accorded them. 
The Grand Piano used on this occasion. 
was kindly loaned by Messrs. Miller & 
\Co. of Boston, ** =v se 
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CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, 


UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 


NEWTON SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 




















AT ELIOT HALL, NEWTON, 


SUNDAY, JUNE 27TH, 1880, AT 6 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


You are invited to sit upon the platform. 
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Present this to the usher. 


GZ ommittee of Alrrangements. 


ALDEN SPEARE. 
D. E. SNOW. 


Rev. H. MACKAY. 
J. F.C. HYDE. 


E. B, EARLE. 
BE. W. GAY. 


R. W. WATERS. 
GEO. C. DUNNE, 
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| PRIMARY WORK IN THE SAB- 
| BATH SCHOOL 
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Discussed at the Last Meeting of 
the Sunday School Unio. 


Perhaps in no one direction of elementary 
teaching has there been such rapid advances 
made during the past few years as have 
taken place in the methods employed in 
teaching the young—both in secular and 
Sunday schools—and Kindergarten teaching | 
is now somewhat realized in its proper de- 
gree of importance, and therefore the most 
skillful teachers are now to be found in this 
department of school work. 

At the last quarterly meeting of the New- 
ton Sunday School Union, which occurred 
at the Central Congregational Church, New- 
tonville, last Sabbath evening, ‘Primary 
Work in the Sunday School” was excellent- 
ly well explained, and the workings of two 
distinct systems illustrated and treated quite 
in detail by two gentlemen, each of whom 
are recognized as leaders in this particular 
branch of Sabbath school work—Mr. Herbert 
Gleason of Malden and Mr. George S. Trow- 
bridge of the Eliot Church, Newton. 

There was a large attendance, and the 
meeting was pronounced one of the most in- 
teresting and profitable the Union have ever 
had. 

The Rev. Mr. Mackay, of Lower Falls, the 
President of the Union, occupied the chair, 
and led the devotional.exercises. The usual 
reports of the past quarter were made by 
representatives of nearly all the schools of 
the Union, showing the respective organiza- || 
tions to be in a healihy and flourishing con- | 
dition, ever with an increasing interest in 

the work of teaching and studying the Word 


| 
| 
f 
| 
. 











od. 
The following series of resolutions were 


presented by Mr. D. BE. Snow, and unani- 
mously adopted: 
Resolved, That the Newton Sunday School 
Union extends to Joseph N. Bacon, Esq., its 
heatty thanks for the free use of Eliot Hall, 
on Sunday, June 27th, on the occasion of the 
Centennial Sunday School Celebration. 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Union be 


of 





— 


his very valuable services in forming, re- 
hearsing and conducting the. choir of three 
hundred and fifty children and youth, which 
contributed in so large a degree to the inter- 
est and success of the celebration. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Union be 
conveyed to J. Eliot Trowbridge Esq. for his 


tion of the choir and in playing the piano 
upon that occasion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Union be 
extended to the Rev. Bradford K. Peirce, D. 
D. for his very able,interesting and valuable 
address, delivered at the celebration. 

Resolved, That the Union thankfully ac- 
knowledges its indebtedness to the gentle- 
men and ladies who so appropriately deco- 
rated the hall and platform on that occasion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Union be 








men who assisted him as ushers, for the 
quiet, prompt and efficient manner in which 
| they seated the very large audience in Eliot 
Hall on that occasion. ; 


2 )Resulved, That the thanks of the Union be 


xtended to all clergymen who officiated in 


the various parts of the celebration. 


Resolved, That these resolutions be entered 


upon the records of the Union, and a copy 
sent to the respettivé parties named, by the 
Secretary. ‘ 


¥ 


t « 
‘ ae 
After singing,the topic for the evening was 


announced by the President, who called on 
Mr. George S. Trowbridge, who is Superin- 
tendent of the Primary Department of the 
| Eliot Sunday School, which numbers 108 
| scholars and has ten teachers. 
|| of a very interesting talk he stated that very 

| much of the success in a Primary Depart- 
ment depended upon the arrangement of the 
scholars into divisions. 
there were four divisions and eight classes— 


In the course 


In his Department 


arranged according to ages. The scholars 


remain one year in each §class, and are then 


promoted to the next older division. A 


scholar entering Division 1 will be four years 


before joining the main school. 

Were there but twenty scholars in, the De- 
partment, he continued, this graded plan is 
very important to the ultimate success of the 
school. ve 

The next point treated was regarding the 
order of exercises during the session of the 
school. In his department the first half-hour 
is devoted entirely to general exercises, when 
the Superintendent leads the school in sing- 
ing, prayer follows, little verses are recited 
and the Superin tendent explains the Inter- 
national Lesson of the day. 

The second half-hour is occupied by the 
classes gathering around their respective 
teachers and reciting their lessons, which 
have been prepared at home, after which li- 
brary books and papers are distributed. 

The most important suggestion made was 
with regard to the lessons. If teachers pro- 

vided good Bible lessons, the parents should 
teach them to their children at home. When 


| a scRplar has a lesson thoroughly learned 


there is no trouble about his wanting to go to 
his class to recite. Wor such studies and in 
order to greatly systematize the excellent 
workings of his department, Mr. Trowbridge 
had prepared a comprehensive, valuable 
course of Bible lessons, arranged in four 
parts, in which the scholars and parents 
have taken a deep interest, as well as other 


extended to George S. Trowbridge, Esq., for || teachers in a Similar department. 
The speaker hinted at other details of this 


highly successful mode of teaching” the 
young, but did not fully explain the entire 
plan, as the President of the Union is to ar- 
range for a conference of all who teach the 
Bible in the youngest classes of our Sunday 
schools, to be held at some future date, dne 





valuable labors in assisting in the prepara- || notice of which will be given in our, col- 


tmnuns. 

Mr. Herbert Gleason, of Malden, was then 
introduced to speak on ‘‘Through the Eye 
to the Heart in Primary Department Work.”’ 
This gentleman has bad considerable expe- 
rience of the kind, and is most remarkably 
successful, having a kindly, child-winning 
smile and a peculiar. faculty of drawing the 
undivided attention of the little ones to his 
pictured charts, which he hangs on the wall 
before them, embellished with skillfully de- 


proffered to E. W. Gay Esq. and the gentle- '| vised drawings, illustratiug the lesson under 


study. 


a 





Sabbath school work, he said, is especially 


es 


¥ 


“iarked degree an embodiment of 


all thatis choicest in Christianity, because 
it invites all, both rich and poor, to the same. 


‘ 
‘ 


and in 


proceeded, by placing his 


charts on the wall, to de 


The speaker then 
in which hi 


Seribe the manner 


S object lessons wer 


e taught, to 


It is of great importance to teach the | 


children throngh the eye to the heart. What 


feast. 


the interest of all present. 


The subject was then 
upon by Rev. BE. F 
Strong, Esq., and P 


pleasantly remarked 


rank Howe, Wi. Cc, 
resident Macka, 


with the hymn, 
ine,”’ and the benedi 


the little ones see impresses their minds, and 


thus, by the illustrations, the essential work 
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It was 


because the child so remembers whatever he 
seen that the charts were chosen as a means 


of this department is made fruitful. 
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of presenting the great truths of the Bible. 


for their comprehension, 


| 








SE ——————— 




















TE sot. 














310 

















“x9 poysruiny ‘Aimqssury “qT ‘TOD jo uo 
| ~?tIp 943 Jepun ‘yoyo oy} Jo Moyo oy 
‘TleUyIOg usqney pue opreg “gq “aT 
| ‘SIssoW. Aq ponuryuos sea uoIssnosIp ouL 
OL 
Ot} UL SIV[oYyos Itey} Suysorsjur Sq poprea 
“OL OTB SIOTIVAT, “UOSseT [ooyDg Lepung sty 
wo sInoy Inoy queds oy pres sou0 Aoaopy “Iq 
‘peredeid jyey sessepo ano eIOJeq 90D 03 
j Ploy’ Jouuvs 9A, ‘JOYoRO 10 yuopuozutied 
| “ns jo ooo 943 SurAyruseur Jo {y1ssooou ayy 
UO SyIVUIEL UL PaMO][OJ JaqIng “Iq ‘Aoxy 
‘stidnd az19y3 03 a]dtexe qq SII @ 408 puR 
ousted pepunoqun saey prnoys os[@ pue 
| QOTAIAS Of} TOF PAO] PUR UISBISNy}US Ue UIOIT 
/9nq ‘Aynp jo osues & u10ay you yIOM prnoys | 
| ToyovaL, “roysed & uRO UeY} UeIp[IyO Jo. 
“S.IJOVICY OY} Surplnour ur e10ur op ued AOU, 
‘USTSAI IO SetNp IBY, uI0sIed Aly 19 yA10 
PINOYS S1oyoVay, “suoyeydure9 aay} Jo 3ST | 
°4} Ul PIMOIA sI0qFZO Jooyog —_e 
SelINP 9} JO UOTVIOpIsUod. B SUA PUB‘ POIOAIT 
“op U9Y} SBM Yoong “1 fq essa oyy, 
‘raqyzenb 4ysed 043 Joy 410der s,yuepuey | 
-ulredug ey} Jo uoyejuesead oy 4q peor | 
[OF ‘PBL 919A. spioder oy) pu ‘Yyornyo oy} | 
jo 1oysed ‘1oqing “Tq ‘Aey eyy Aq poseygo | 
sem rofeid ‘uyesq yIGl 043 Surpeosr InjyV 
‘areyo oT} patdnooo‘yueprserg eorA oy) ‘orreg 
“H “A “UN ‘yomnyp 8,Aavyy “4g Jo Aeyoyy 
‘IW “AOY OY} JO eouesqe oy Jo yunoooe UG 
‘poafqns oy Jo WoIssnostp 
qsourva ue Aq PeMO][O] svar pue ‘eayonsys 
-ul pue Suyseraqur £1904 sean « sttdud r10y3 | 
0} SlOyOVaY, puv syuepuozuisedng jo sonnp 
SUL,, UO ‘a][TAjuRIH Jo Yoong ‘QO uUlAp| 
“JW Aq Avsso oy} pue ‘19j08rey9 a1qezyord 
pus SuUYseIeJUT Ue JoseM Suyoour on} ynq 
‘£410 09 Jo syivd 19qI10 943 IOI] OF 04 Suyood 
| -xo Auvul jo soueseid oy} pue ‘souepusgye 
os1v] & Poquedeid Zurwaad oy} Surmmp SUVA 
oid rayjeam AutI0js ey, ‘a1jUaD U0JMENE 
‘qoinyQ yeuoneseu0g 4ys11q ey? 3e Sura 
“OA9 YEG AVY 4Sel[ Permm990 uouG Jooysg Lep 
UNS UOJMON OY Jo Suyoour Ay1941eND ory, 








i 





Ca 





Sora Tooy~s Lup 
“HOLMAN ON Jo Supooqy - 




















oe 





ta ald 


Uomnpyy EUR 


SN Es 





" Age te 


| t 
EGVET, 


he 











or Acester Clivh Lyla Sito 
og — vA 
Ge rome eshkete 


IVE ts pee Sk ve DQ 


























ba yy 


} is loaf woke a ( * WA. 
Ogi Nnetelt1 w/ se LS 0 


= : 


MR Jee 


5 
we Gee 
hz 
“agi 
Le rs 
ge Te 
7 Cig 
Liem 
: | yw, 4 Si 
ee Ne 
; Why Fsssar ME op — QO 


Pies: 


oe | . A Lo PY S00 
a8 Paeheed, teneiliep ole 





318 




















320 


Pri Neen elie 


} 
at 





Newton Sunday School Union. 


The Newton Sunday School Union held its 
annual meeting last Sabbath evening, in the 
Eliot church, from 6.30 to 8.30 0’clock. 

The exercises were opened with an an- 
them by the Eliot choir. Rev. H. Mackay, 
Rector of St. Mary’s church, Newton Lower 
| Falls, and President of the Union, then read 
| selections from scripture, and Rey. Mr. 





| Calkins offered prayer. The Secretary, Mr. | 


Geo. C. Dunne read the records of the last 


meeting and the forty-second annual report, | 
by which it appears that the total member- | 


ship of the schools connected with the 
Union is 3243; average attendance 2278; con- 
tributions,$2,129.60; teachers’ meetings held, 


283—a gain of 53 over the previous year; | 


number of conversions 49—a, gain of 34. 


Quarterly reports from the different Sun- 


day Schools were also presented. 
The following officers were elected for 
1881: President, Edward B. Earle; Vice 


ward S. Smilie. 


Union on its success and 
thanking the Secretary, Mr. 
useful and _ efficient labors. 
elected President, Mr. Earle, then took the 
chair with a few appropriate words of thanks 





for the honor conferred upon him by electing | 
him to a position filled in the past by so } 


many great and good men. 
Rey. E. Frank Howe, pastor of the Cen- 
tral church, Newtonville, then read a very 
_ practical and interesting essay on ‘‘The Re- 
lation of the Sunday School to the Christian 
Family.’ This esssay was full of excellent 
points on this most important subject, and it 
| was followed by a short discussion in which 
Messrs. Parks, Moore, Howe and Calkins 
took part. During the evening a number of 
hymns weresung by the choir and congrega- 
tion, and the exercises although somewhat 
lengthy, held the close attention throughout 
of the large number of members of the 
‘| Union and its friends who were present. The 
| meeting was closed with prayer and bene- 
diction by Rey. Mr. Howe. 





President, A.S. Weed; Secretary, Geo. C. 
Dunne; Directors, Wm. H. Blood and Ed- 


The retiring President, Rev. Mr. Mackay, | 
; made a few remarks congratulating the } 
prosperity, and | 
Dunne, for his |, 
The newly 





| the grand centre. 


| try to the 
| relation ot the 





Newton Sunday School Union 


ot ee 


which comprises twenty-one schools, wa: 


| held in’ Eliot church Sunday evening. 
‘| The. following officers were elected :— 
| President, E. B. Earle; vice-president, 
| ALS. Weed; secretary and treasurer, Geo- 
| C. Dunne; directors, W. H. Blood, E. S. 


Smilie. : A 

” George C. Dunne, secretary, presented 
his report, from ‘which we give the fol* 
lowing statistics: Total membership, 
3243; average attendance, 2278; contri- 
butions, $2,129.60; teachers’ meetings, 
283, an increase of 53 over the past year; 
conversions reported, 49, an increase of 
34, The treasurer’s yeport showed the 


| @Xpense for the year to be $09.62, with 


a balance of $4.66 on hand. ; 
Rev. E. Frank Howe, of Ward 2, gave 
an excellent address on, ‘The relation of 
the Sunday school to the Christiaw Fam- 
ily,” from-which we present the follow- 
ing abstract 
_ The usual form in which 
tions are stated 
the tamily, of the church, of the minis- 
junday school, instead of the 
relatic Sunday school to these. 
Ihis is not much like discussing the rela- 
tion of the house ty its porch, the church 
building to its spire,the man tothe clothes. 


_ 


The annual meeting of this Union, 


such ques-_ 
makes the Sunday school 
it ls the relation of. 






; The Sunday school is for the church 
;not the church tor it, for the mi 
| and not the ministry for it, for the 
and not the family torit, 
| _ First comes. the prevalent abuse 
| tlhg the Sunday scivol instruction UL the 
place of home instruction. It cannot 
truthiully denied that im many, if ne 
| @ majority of tamilies, even when | 
both ot the parents are protessing 
‘tans, the oly religious instrucu 
ceived by the ehildren is that given 
“Sunday school. Fathers are wo bu 
_ too indifferent to attend to this m 
,and mothers too oiten consider 
duty done when the children are dr 
,lor the Sunday scnvoi. If the 
School is respuusible tor the deciune 
home instruction (L donot think 1t is 
has done more hatin thaw good, ~ + 
| fitness o1 the Sunday sehvol to do 
Work is apparent, when we consider 
| the brevity or time spent in the Sun 
school, oniy an hour or two each 
| (2) the teachers are generally, per 
! necessarily, rom the young and in 
lrienced portion of the Church; (3) 
| teacher has irom five to ten pup 
| helt of whom have had any prepar 
tor the exercises; (4) these ciildre 
of very ditterent attainments in rel 
| 
f 



















































knowsedge; (5) the time spent in the 
day school rouonris largely given to « 
exercises than teaching; (6) the chile 
ire oiten under teachers o1 the very be 
intentions, but with httle or no exp 
ence in teaching, or with childre co 
story, ®@ lew questions and answer 
song or two, a prayer, and a “religio 
novel” to take home, constitute the Bu 
and substance of all that can be obtair 
‘able, or that even the best teachers ig 
officers can give inthe Sund 
_ | Lhus is excellent and vastly important 
_ | those who can get nothing else, even 
|crumbs and crusts of biead and bro. 
| bits OL meat are of inestimable value 
| the starving poor. But parents ough 
to be content with these erumbs of 
itual food. x ; 
he true relation of the Su 
| to the Christian family can be expre 
in one word. Help. It is ad mir: 
adapted to assist. parents in the instr 
tion of their children, It provides 
‘tem of lessons, a fixed time whei 
iare to be learned, and the stimulus 
| citation. Hach of these points the es 
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| 

ee Claborated. If aged simply as a 
thé deSciencies of the school aro less i 
|portant. The system or lessons, 
| tixed time, and the recitation, all rem 
; even with the imperfections. _ 

In order that the Sunday schoo 
be put into proper relations to the 
ily (1) there should be more sob 
; }eolrrect views of the value of the pre 
Sunday school system, the tendency 
ie the schools appear as remarka! 






engines of religious improvement indi 
‘parents to rely upon them; (2) 
»Should be a higher standard of instrue 
tion and requirements. We have 
| jour schools so cheap that the ch 
| jand youth regard it a favor to grant 
resence. The ragged urchin hé 
general spirit, who, when refused as 
‘asked for penmies on the street of his Su 
_ day school teacher, declared, “then I 
| won’t go to your old Sunday school any | 
| more;” (3) Christian parents shou 
‘impressed with their personal 
their own children, not the moth 
|| but the fathers as well. ia 
| Remarks were also made by Hoi 
(Park, Stephen-Moore and Rey, 
Calkins. RC Yaa 
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{ Our Cities. 


day School Union was held in the Congre- 
gational Church, West Newton, last Sabbath 


evening, and the subject discussed was, 
“Young Men of Our Cities; their Tempta- 
' tions and Safegnards.”’ 

President EK. B. Earle occupied the chair, 
there was a large number present. There 
exercises, which were of a very interesting 
nature, opened with prayer by the pastor of 
the church, Rev. Mr. Patrick, followed with 





Singing by wu choir of young ladies assem- || 
bled in the organ gallery, at the rear of the 


pulpit. 

The usual reports from the various Sunday 
schools in the Union were read, showing in 
each case vigor and general prosperity. 

Two conversions during the past quarter 

' were reported from the Auburndale Congre- 
gational school. At the Congregational 
school, Newtonville, a strong revival was re- 


ported in progress, but no statement of the | 


number of converts could be made as yet; at 


the Methodist, school same village, fifteen | 
conversions were reported; at the Baptist | 


school, Upper Falls, one; at the Methodist 
school, Ward One, two; at the Baptist 
school, Ward One, ten conversions; and at 


the Eliot school, Ward Seven, five have uni- | 


ted with the church. 
The Rey. M. R. Deming,General Secretary 


of the Boston Young Men’s Christian Asso-_ 


| ciation, was then introduced as the principal 
essayist. 
In opening, he said we must first have a 


proper conception of the temptations to. 
which young men are subjected, in order to | 
fully appreciate the need of safeguards, and | 


then proceeded to depict 1 truthful colors 
the various ways which lead our young men 
to swift destruction. He said but very few 


The Temptations to Young Men in | 


A quarterly meeting of the Newton Sun- | 


business men of Boston had the least idea 


of the vast number and danger of the pit- 


falls of vice with which Boston abounds, as 
‘they do not visit the metropolis during the 


evening. A personal investigation has dis- | 


closed what he would not have believed oth- 
erwise, and, as proof of the assertion that 
/one must experience in order to appreciate, 
‘related the scenes of a trip made by himself 
and a dozen other gentlemen to every den of 


fr : 
|tribute gospel literature. 


{There are more young men, he said, enter 
the liquor saloons ina single day than all. 


the congregations of the Protestant churches 
on Sunday. It put him to the blush,he said‘ 
to see the amount of intellect, ability and 
business foresight which could be put toa 
good use, now wasted daily, and the posses- 
sors thereof ruined in morals, health and 
pocket. 

"There are also a large number of smart 
young men engaged inthis business of en- 


dniguity that could.be found, in order.to dis- | 


trapping the unwary, and in some buildings | 


are maintained eyery vice imaginable, that, 
if they cannot lure their victim into one de- 
partment they can secure him by other sin- 
ful attractions. It stirred.a righteous indig- 
nation within him to see how men will sell 
themselves, for a little money, to ruin young 
meén, as there were and are now establish- 
ments that hire men as decoys, and who will 
lure the unsophisticated into these awful 
dens of iniquity, or tell others where they 
can get a drink or indulge in other viee. If 





4 








i 
i 


one young man falls, he is in deadly earnest | 


The speaker then argued on safeguards, 
alluding first to the need of hard work 
on the part of parents. They should have 


that a near friend shall be likewise lowered. | 


Joving and plain conversations with their | 


children, telling them honestly of what the 
great temptations of a city consist, and by 


so doing secure the love and respect of their | 


sons, while simultaneously placing them on 
their guard. The boys will not err while 


they respect their mothers; a mother’s in- 


fluence is the great obstacle to be overcome 


in accomplishing & vouns man’s ruin. 





Sunday school teachers, he continued, 
your boys ought to be brought to a decision 
to lead a Christian life as early as possible, 
and then train them to its practice—but do 
not train them to serve Christ until they 
have accepted Him. Bring them to a eon- 
scious, deliberate decision; talk with them 
rationally and train{them kindly, —then, 
leaving school and home they will not lose 
their Christian habits. 

The greatest obstacle he found was that 
young men coming to Boston,are not looked 
after by their parents or old Sunday school 
teachers,dodging around from one church to | 
another, and then broke off church-going 
altogether and finally, in many cases, were 
found pursuing a downward course. The 
Sunday schools ought to be very careful to 
follow up their old pupils, and make known 
to the Association their whereabouts, that it 
may care for them and provide spiritual as- 
sistance and personal encouragement. 

These are often found to be young men 
who were converted before ‘leaving home, 
and were prominent members of the church, 
perhaps, but their old pastors had not fol-— 
lowed them or endeavored to find them af- 
ter they went away, and, having no religious | 


| friends in their new home, they had drifted | 
‘ away from religious things. 


Again; fully 50 per cent. of the young men | 


in Boston to-day ought to be sent home at | 
once, as they possess no strength of charac- | 
ter,—no minds of their own—and are lead as | 
easily as the lamb tothe slaughter, | | 

‘He urged,all business men to be kind to 
their clerks, to inquire for their interests, | 
both temporal and spiritual, and help them 
upward. One kind word will often work 
wonders. Remember it is an awful struggle 
for any youug man without influence or cap- 
ital to assist him. The speaker closed with | 
an earnest plea for personal work in saving | 
young men. 

The Rev. Mr. Titus of the Newton Baptist 
Church,expressed a very deep interestin the | 
subject and said that he also had had per- 
sonal experience in the temptations of large 
cities, as it was fifteen years since he weutto | 
New York for the first time. The safeguard | 
that held him against sin was his mother’s 
influence. Christian parents do not yet ap- 
preciate the great influence they may have 
over their children. He spoke in strong 
terms of the vast benefit of a little personal 
work. - 

The Hon. John C. Park, Judge of the Po- 
lice Court of our city, was the next speaker. 
He agreed in what had been previously said, 
and argued against the Sunday summer ex- 
cursion travelin Boston harbor, alleging it 
to be the cause of great harm to young men 
and women. He alluded at length to the 
difficult lot of the poor working girl of the 
crowded city, with no place but the board- 
ing house, and the great need seems to be 
today of the assistance for young women 
that the Y.M. C. A., provides for young 
men... 

Mr. A. L. Barbour of West Newton, said 
thatthe Christian sympathy of employers 
for the young men in their employ would 
prove a powerful safeguard against the lat- | 
ter falling into temptation, and, after a few 
words by President Earle, the meeting ad- 
journed. — | 
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| ‘The quarterly 
| day School Un 
church, Newton Upper Falls, last Sabbath 
evening at 6.30 o’clock. ¥ b 
The church was filled with delegates from 
nany of the schools connected with the Uv.. 
nd friends interested in its work. M.r, 
. B. Earle, President of the Union, pre‘ sid 
ed, and opened the meeting by reading ap-| 
piopriate portions of scripture, after which 
| the Rey. F. T. Whitman, pastor of the 
church, offered prayer. i . 
Reports were received and yvead from 
most of the schools connected with the Un- 
ion, showing them to be in prosperous 
. Rev. H. F. Titus. /of the Newton 
‘ instructive es- 
of early train- 
fing.” Mr. Titus gave some interesting and 
important suggestions / with regard to this_ 
great work of so traivsing the children that 
they may grow up ¥/ be good and useful men | 
and women. thought this training 
Should begin at lyome, by the parents, while 
the children ar very young, and shopldys 
continued br precept and example. It 
should be réJiojous in its aim and character 
founded y.pon the Bible. Let the childr 
be taug*.t to love and trust God, and to 
Tight ecause he loves them. There can 
ye equal to the home circle for. su h | 
| tr? ining, The Sunday School can only par- | 
| tially aidin the work. After the: close 
“he essay, @ short time was spent in dis 1S- 
“sing the subject; remarks being made by the 
following gentlemen: Rev. Mr. Mackay of | 
Newton Lower Falls, Mr. 8. C. Cobb of. 
Newton Highlands, Mr. Horace Dutton of | 
Auburndale, and Messrs. Moses Sargent and 
| E. B. Earle of Newton. Many illustrations 
| Were given by these speakers of the good ef- 
fects of early trainig, but there was not time | 
for the thorough discussion which the sub- |, 
ject deserved. ’ He 
During the evening, the choir of the 
church gave some excellent musical selec- 
“tions, which added very much to the interest | 
of the services. A. pene ¢ 
Pesiinlt hs Mae Ueck icce aw iit 
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>t NEWYON+SUNDAY+SCHOOL+(NION.A< 
NEWTON, Sept. 12th, 1881. 


To the Superiniendent of the Sunday School of the 


DEAR BROTHER: 

The President of the Newton Sunday School Union, 
having long felt that some departure from the usual order of exer- 
cises might increase the interest of the Schools in the ‘‘ Union,” as 
well as in all Sunday School work, has offered as a ‘‘ Prize for the 
Best Essay on Sunday School Interests,’ a GoLp MEDAL, to be suit- 
ably engraved with the receiver’s name, &ce. 

The Officers of the Union therefore suggest the following rules, in 
accordance with which the Prize will be awarded: 

ist. Any one connected with any School of the “Union” may 
compete for the prize. 

2d. Writers may choose their subjects, only being limited to such 
as are connected with the interests of the Sunday School. 

3d. The length of the essay must not be such as to need over 
eight minutes in which to read it in public. 

4th. The essay must be delivered or mailed to the President or 
Secretary of the Union, not later than-Ottober-t4th. 


dth. A sealed envelope, containing the writer’s name and address, 
must accompany each essay. By this means the author of any essay 
will not be known until the prize is awarded; and the names of the 
unsuccessful writers need never be known, as the envelopes containing 
their names are to be burned without being opened. 

6th. When the essays are opened they will be numbered, and a 
corresponding number placed upon the sealed envelope accompanying 
each. 

jth. Of all the essays presented, the jive which the officers of the 
Union consider most meritorious will be read before the Union at the 
next quarterly meeting; on which occasion a committee of clergymen 
and others, appointed for the purpose, will decide which one of the 
five is-entitled to the prize.: 

Sth. The five essays selected to be read will be offered to the 
Newton papers for publication. 


We earnestly request each Superintendent to personally interest 
several members of their schools in this exercise, so that we may 
have a general response. 

If further information is needed, enquiry can be made of any officer 
of the Union. 

EDWARD B. EARLE, President, 


Newton. 
Gro. C. Dunn», Secretary, 


Newton, Mass. 





NENTON JOURARL PRESS. 












































































3. ON Newton Bibuasy Sehoo Union. 





“The quarterly meeting of the Newton Sun- 
day School Union wa3 held at rhe Methodist. 
Church, Newtonville, on Sunday last. Press’ 
ident Earle read from the Scriptures. and 
Rey Mr. Atwo: d., of Salem, Weliverad® the 
prayer, The essay was read by Rev. Dr. 
Calkins of the Eliot Church, the subject being 


“ Tur Brxte, AND How to Uss Iv.” 


Mr. Calkins, in opening, said the Sunday 
School might properly be termed a Bible 
school, as ifs main purpose was to teach the 
young to properly and intelligently compres 
hend the true meaning cf the Scriptures. He 
referred to a recent conversation with a men™ 
ber of his congregation, who said she didn’t 
‘like to read the Bible—she couldn’t under- 
stand it. This led him totake for his subject, 
this cvening, a consideration of this book as a 
“whole, and how to use it so as to induce a 
liking for it. 

In the first place; tae name itself is a mis< 
nomer—the title ‘Holy Bible’ occurs nowhere 
'in the text of the book itself. though there are 
at least six titles discoverable there. We find 
the term ‘Scriptures,’ in Matthew xxi, 42, 
}usedin the plural, and with the prefix ‘The’ 
—the writings—significantly placod above all 
|others. In 2 Timothy, we find ‘Holy Scrip- 
tures’; in Matthew xx.,40, ‘The Law’; again, 
\‘The Law and Prophets,’ and yet again, in 

Luke, ‘The Law, the Prophets and the Psalms,’ 
|In 2 Corinthians. iii., 14, we find, the Old 
| Testament,’ and from this single expression 
| arose that titular distinction which existed in 
the second century, when the divisions were 
generally known as the ‘Old’ and ‘New’ Tess | 
taments. In the third century, Jerome gave | 
it the title, ‘Bibliotheca Sacra,’ and this really | 
expresses she trang intent of the Scriptures—a 
sacred librarya a we should use it asa 
‘ligrary, as oe book. - I would not ads}, 
tes the reading of the Bible in regular se~ |, 
quence, the first book first, but use it asa 
‘library, different books for different times. | 
The question should be, What is the need ?} 
If it bea hymn book, there isa hymn book 
_in that part of the. Scriptures embraced in the’ 
; Psalms, in Daniel, and the Songs of Solomon. | 
If it be history, it can be found in its proper 
| place ; if it be revelation, itn also there. It 
‘is asa library that I would advise the use ot | 
the Bible. 
In the fifth camry another title was given 
to it—‘Biblia.’ The significance of this title 
|is emphasized in the words of Sir Walter 
| Scott, who asked his attendant to read.to him 
| as he lay upon his dying bead. ‘What book 
shall I read?’ wasasked, ‘What book? The 
| book!’ replied Sir Walter. Owing to ignor- 
ance of the tsanslator, the word Biblia was 
used as in the singular number by a Latin 
copyist of the 13th century, who had no 
| knowledge of the Greek. In some respects it 
was a happy blunder, though ‘the books’ was 
the literal translation, and its true meaning: 
‘is that of a divine library trom which we may 
draw at will. = 















ib] is not t understood, I See not 
| advise the her to seek the aid of a coms 
4 mentary, neither would I ‘advise the use of 
lesson 4 ‘papers—they are garbled and mutilated 
| versions of the text. I would go to the boo 
itself. In studying the historical portion of 
the Scriptures, a system of memorizing can 
be readily attained by the teacher, as, three 
single books. three double books, then three 
~ingle books again—this i is easily remembered. 
Then there are the poetical books, from Job 
to Solomon. There are four grand prophetic | 
books—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel: | 
As to the. minor prophets, the old formula is 
easily remembered— Ho., Jo,, Am., Mi. , Ob., 
Na., Jo., Haze., Haze., Mal.—and I Hequenits 
refresh my own memory by its repetition. | 
In the New Testament, there are five books 
of history, twelve of the epistles of Paul, and 
so on with the classification, whieh is easily 
remember, 
The nexti Tinpoeet thing j is the chronology 





































S 
y and geography. These have been aptly termed | 
,| the two.eyes ofghistory.’ But, above all these 
f cousiderations d aio ae it throug (3 if} 
ee er. to es a er, 
! stan h at tr [ 


ti 

through, In Diana. round numbers-may 
s pointing to important epochs, 
| though the chronology of tie Bible is defec- 
tive and always willbe. ‘In the Old Testa- 
ment, these” epochs may be expressed in this | 
| way and easily memorized. The whole of the 
New Testament chronology is comprised with- | 
| iu a period of 100 years, and hence the whole 
Christian dispensation extends but over a sins 
gle century. 

As tothe geography of the Scriptures, the 
whole scene of this great series of events is | 
comprised within a tract of land 180 miles 
long by 50 miles wide. I believe that this 
earth is the moral centre of the universe, just 
as the sun is its physical centre, and in that 
little tract of land is the centralization of this 
greatest transaction known in history. After | 
you have got possession of these two eyes, 
make a study of special books, as a whole, | 
reading a book through at one sitting. Read | 
the whole of it—it is an abuse of it to read it 
in sections, and its is only comprehended by} 
its study as a whole, 

There are six questions to be considered in 
this study —W-hat is the meaning of the book ? 
Who was its probable writer? At what time 
was it written? What date is embraced in 
its history? What are the proper divisions of 
its contents?’ What are some of the peculiar. 
ities of the book? Find these things out for 
yourselves—do not take this man’s answer or | 
that man’s answer to these questions, but an- |. 
swer them for ycurself, as they appear in the 
light of your own investigation. 


‘| of that book—the main direction of its teach- 
ings? The Bible is tobe approached asa 


‘| for the use of man, Therefore, study it as a 


| character, as exemplified in the che a of the }. 


| the report of thé-last meeting, by Secretary 
| Dunne, ree aay Earle introduced Rev. Mr. | 







{Seems to me to be.more illustrative than any 
{of the others—‘The Covenant.’ Not long 
| since. I had the opportunity to inspect an old |: 
| parchment, yellow with age. which was a| 
| grant of land frem the old Virginia Company | 
| to certain colonists i h America. It had somes 

thing more than the attractiveness of antiqui- 


| value—as a covenant from God to man—a/ 
| legal endowment of property, not for this life 


| centuries and gained no new light on the prox 
| per understanding of the Scriptures. 1 be 
[lieve that personal study is desirable, and 
| originai conception a help to understanding, 





| thought it well to consult opinions other than 
our own, though he coincided with Dr. Cal« 


Last of all, apply you your thought to the quess | 
tion, What are the principal ‘spiritual lessons 



































‘human gift—coming from God, but designed 


whole, with no divisions, no joining of texts, | 
in any different sequence or relation .from that 
in which God has joined them. Inv conclu. 
sion, the essayist emphasized the power of the 
mother in directing thought aad shaping | 


infancy of Moses. ¥ 3 3 
After congregational singing, and reading 







-continued the discuss; 
sion of the theme 6 the evening : : 

This subject, t eontagious just now, and 
there seems to be a desire to find some patent 
way for solving the question. I don’t believe 
in this—I think it should be read like any 
other book. Thee is‘one name. however, to 
be found in the book itself, which was not 
mentioned by the first speaker, and which} 


i 


ty, for it was a representative of value. Now 
I hold that the Bible should be approached 
and read in the sense of promise of great 


alone, but for all eternity. Thea I think my | 
brother is wrong in discarding the use of the 
commentaries entirely. It does not seem 
possible to me that these learned and earnest 
Christian men can have labored for all these 


but I'would utilize the study and thought otf 
oihers, always placing the spiritual interpret- | 
ation above the intellectual. 

Rey. C. Ellwood Nash thought there was | 
really little difference of opinion in the gen~ 
tlemen who had spoken—it was simply views 
of the question put in different ways. He 


kins as to the value of original thought. It} 
is in us—not the Bible—that the spiritual e8s 


| sence must be, and the better we audezstand 
‘it, the pgpater the necessity for study, The} 
only way to know th» mind of God is to have 
ithe mind of God, and with this possession the 
d 8 vanish, and the way is made plain. ; 
If a passage is obscvre which it is important | 
for us to understand, go down on your knees 
and ask for the enlightenment. which is needed — 
The spirit must be of God, and thus infused 
the thought would be led aright. 

_ Rev. T. W. Bishop agreed ae the last 
Prcavde't in that the commentary had its place. | 
| He thought the Scriptures should be studied | 
‘first, and the commentary afterward—to aid 
‘in the sustenance and expression of thought, 
but not to direct or form it. The true secret | 
was in thoroughness, and he believed it was | 
‘much’ better to do your own mastication in 


order to insure thorough digestion. 














‘teacher to read the Scriptures through under- | 
-standingly. Use all the helps you can get, 
and if you have any difficulty in memorizing |. 
the epochs, you won’t lose much. It is the 
development of morality rather than intellecs 
tuality which should be aimed at. Sound 
“moral and spiritual training are worth more 
‘than chronology or geography. 

Rev. EK. F. Howe agreed with Rev. Mr. | 
Nash heartily and entirely. 

The service was ended by the singing of the 
 881st hymn. 
| rs 
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A SKETCH 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


“NEWTON SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.” 


——— 9 ——. 


It was organized December 18th, 1838. It originated in 
a desire, by a union of effort, to advance the cause of 
Sunday School instruction, and by frequent meetings for 
prayer, and the discussion of practicgl questions relating 
to their work, to qualify the Superintendents and Teachers 
for successful labors. 

The officers originally consisted of President, Vice Pres- 
ident, Secretary, Treasurer, and a Board of Directors, one — 
from each School. : 

The first officers were :— President, Hon. Wm. JAcKson; 
Vice President, WiLEy G. Eaton; Secretary, SANFORD. 
Leacu; Treasurer, Exisan F. Woopwarp; Directors 
JoEL FULLER, Ot1s TROBRIDGE, EBENEZER D. WHITE, 
MARSHALL S. Rick, N. L. BURBANK, WALTER C, CURTIS, 

Six Schools were first represented in its membership 


4 


The first anniversary was held July 4th, 1839, in a grove 
at Newton Upper Falls. There was a large number pres. 


ent; a procession of children was formed, and a collation 


was prepared in the grove for all present. An address was 


given by Mr. Bannister of Auburndale, an address to 
the Scholars by Mr. Eaton of Newton Theological Semin- 
ary, one to Teachers by Rev. Mr. Baxscock of Dedham, 
and one to parents, by Rev. Professor SEars. 

The second anniversary was held at a grove in Newton 
Centre, July 4th, 1840. The procession was composed of 
eight or nine hundred from our own schools, and | from 
five to six hundred from adjoining towns. Z 

Between two and three thousand persons were present. — 
Music and a collatiou were enjoyed in the grove, and ad-. | 
dresses were made by Rev. N. T. Burt, of Charlestown, 
and Wo. B. Tappan, of Boston. 


The third anniversary was held at the East Parish Meet- 
ing-House, Rev. Mr. Fursers, July oth, 1841, and a Col- 
ation served in the grove by the pond. An address was 
given by Rev. Mr. MupGE. 

The fourth anniversary was held at the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, Upper Falls, with an | address by Rey. Dr. 
SEARS. peeaeee: 


ee 
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In 1842 Marsuaty S. Rice was elected President, and 
the following gentlemen have served in that office :— 


In 1845—Dea. ELIJAH F. WOODWARD, 
1846—Dra. LUTHER PAUL, | §F0, RaW 4 
1850—MARSHALL S. RICE, i cia be 


1854—FREDERIC A. BENSON, / TL. A, & Wi 
1855—ASA R. TROWBRIDGE, / % % 3. 
1858—J. E. BUTTS, Jn. [&6#. 
1859—-MARSHALL S. RICE, 
1860—JAMES M. GORDON, 
1861—ALVAH HOVEY, D. D. 
1862—MARSHALL 8. RICE, 
1863—ALBERT LITTLE, 
1864—H. LINUOLN CHASE, 
1865—MARSHALL S. RICE, 
-1866—B. F. WHITTEMORE, 
1867—OTIS E. BOWEN, 
" 1868—GEO. S. HARWOOD, 
—-1869—M. T. HEY WOOD, 
: ) 1870—JOSEPH A. NEWELL, 
pee 1s71—Gax. A.B. UNDERWOOD, 
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In its early years, meetings were held mouthly and 


afterwards quarterly. At each meetin § a practical question 


was discussed, and each school reported its condition. 

In 1849 a Colporteur was employed to labor in West 
Virginia, and afterwards in Ohio, at a salary of $150.00 
per year, from whom letters were received. 


The 25th anniversary of the Union was held in Eliot 
Church, Oct. 16th, 1863, the President, ALBERT LITTLE, 
in the chair. An historical address was delivered by Mar- 
SHALL S. Ricz, one of the original menmbers; and short” 
addresses were made by STEPHEN G. DEBLoIs, of Boston 
Rev. B. F. Bronson of Roxbury, and Rev. A. L. Stone of 
Boston. : 

The number of members who served their country dur- 
ing the late war, was one hundred and twenty three, six of 
whom were wounded, and nineteen of whom died. | 

In 1844 there were in the Union, six Schools, with eighty 

nine Teachers, and one hundred and eighty-nine scholars. 


aS | : In 1857 there were nine Schools, with one hundred and 
| thirty-three Teachers, and nine hundred and ninety-six — 


-_ 


_ Scholars. 3 : pe 
ae : In 1860 there were one thousand four hundred and five ~ 
- ers and Scholars; in 1870, two thousand eight hun-— 
sao sixty Teachers and Scholars ; in Oct 1872, the 

ne i ae Seti qucee eee and sa and 
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the average attendance one thousand eight nade and 
fifty-four. 


The Union is now composed of twenty-one Schools, and 


- quarterly meetings are held alternately at the different a 


ages. 


\ 


A subject is discussed at-each meeting, introduced by 


an essay from one of the members. Reports are made 
from each School. Sunday School Institutes are ocea- 


sionally held. 
The present officers are, President, D. C. SanaER; Vice 


_ President, Geo. F. Kimpauz; Secretary and Treasurer, D. 
EK. Snow; Directors, NatHAN Mosman, CHARLES E. BIL- 


LINGS. 


Newton, Dec. 1872. 





CONSTITUTION. 





ARTICLE I. 


The name of this Association shall be the “Newton 
-Sunpay Scuoor Union,” : 


ARTICLE II. 


at The object of this Union shall be to promote the interests 
, and increase the usefulness of Sund ay Schools in this 
° town. | 
coc ce * eotee Si ARTICLE . 

~ a7 See Ae hes are : < 

ie £ The a peice of this Union shall eaaiat of its Officers 
= - for the time being; the Pastors of the several Churches ; ; 







Sthoprebent and past Superintendents and Teachers of the — ; 


or ae sates from the se veral Lachools, tot the number of 


7 es Schools in town; and any persons elected Ba 


9 


ARTICLE IY. 


The Offieers of this Union shall consist of a President, 
a Vice President, a Secretary and Treasurer who shall be 
one person, and two Directors, who together shall consti- 
tute a Board of Managers, with power to call special meet- 
ings, make arrangements for all mectings, transact any 
other business which may be found necessary between the 
regular meetings, and fill all vacancies that may occur in 
the offices during the year. 


ee 


ARTICLE V. 


It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all 
meetings of the Union and of the Board of Managers, and 
in case of his absence, the Vice President. The Secretary 
‘shall keep the records of the Union and the Board, hold 
correspondence, notify meetings, and prepare the annual 
report: The Treasurer shall take charge of all monies 
belonging to the Union, and account for the same when di- 
rected by the Board. 


ARTICLE VI. 


Quarterly meetings of the Union shall be held in the 
months of January, April, July and October, at such time 
and place as shal be decided upon by the Union at the 
previous regular meeting. The meeting in January shall 


= ° 2 Sto 





2 ci —- eee: 4,3 oe eer oee WIT. 

: ‘The ‘Constitution may be altered at any quarterly meet- 
a ing by a vote of two thirds of the members present, pro- 
ne notice be given at the previous quarterly meeting. 
< a ee ih LF : Z ay ; : 





ll 


ORDER OF EXERCISES 


FOR 


QUARTERLY MEETINGS. 





Oo 





1— Devotional exercises. 

2—Readings of Records by the Secretary. 
3—Report of Superintendents. 

4—Reports from Committees. 

d— Miscellaneous Business. 

6— Reading of Essay and discussion upon it. 


And such other exercises as the Board of Mana- 
gers may previously arrange. 
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